
How We Got The Bible
Ten Key Points

e
@

The Bible is inspired by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17;2 Peter 1:20-211.

The Bible is mode up of O6 different books thot were written over l600 yeors
(from opproximotely l5O0 BC to AD l0O) by more thon 40 kings, prophets,
leoders, ond followers of Jesus. fhe Old Testoment hos 39 books (wriffen
opproximotely 1500-400 BC). The New Testoment hos 27 books (written
opproximotely AD a5-100). The Hebrew Bible hos the some text os the English
Bible's Old Testomenl, but divides ond orronges it differently.

The Old Testoment wos written moinly in Hebrew, with some Aromoic. The New
Testoment wos writlen in Greek.

The books of the Bible were collected ond orronqed ond recoonized os insoired
socred outhority by councils of robbis ond .ounJil, of church leoderc bor"J on
coreful guidelines.

Before fie printing press wos invented, the Bible wos copied by hond. The
Bible wos copied very occurotely, in mony coses by speciol scribes who
developed intricote methods of counting words ond letters to insure thot no
errors hod been mode.

The Bible wos lhe first book ever printed on the printing press with moveoble
type (Gutenberg Press, 1455, Lotin Bible).

There is much evidence thot the Bible we hove todoy is remorkobly true lo the
originol writings. Of the thousonds of copies rode by hond before AD 1500,
more thon 5,300 Greek monuscripts from the New Testoment olone still exist
fodoy. The text of the Bible is better preserved thon the writings of Coesor,
Ploto. or Aristotle.

The discoverv of the Deod Seo Scrolls confirmed the ostonishino reliobiliv of
some of the copies of the Old Testoment mode over the yeors. Althorgh -r"
spelling voriotions exist, no voriotion offects bosic Bibleioctrines.

As the Bible wos corried to other countries, it wos tronsloted into the common
longuoge of the people by scholors who wonted others lo know God's Word.
Todoy there ore still 2,000 groups wifi no Bible in their own longuoge.
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@ gy AD 2OO, the Bible wos tronsloted into seven longuoges; by AD 500, l3
longuoges; by AD 900, I Z longuoges; by AD 1400, 28longuoges; by 1800,
52 fonguoges; by'19O0, 537 longuoges; by 1980, 1,100 longuoges.
Source: Ifre Wold Christiqn Enryclopedio.
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New Testament Wrinen
(opprox. AD 45-100)

OId Teslamen] Written
(opprox. 1500-400 BC)

Wycliffe Bibles were inscribed by hond on
vel lum in f ie 1300s-l40Os. Some cooies
took ten months to two yeors io produce
ond cost o yeor's

The Bible wos the first book to
with Gutenberg's printing press in

Bible Prinbd by Printing
Press after 1455

Fine quoli ty onimol skins from colves or
onfel6pe (vellum) ond sheep or goots
(porchment) were used for over 1000 yeors
to moke copies of the Bible opproximotely
AD 3001400.

Two of the oldest vellum copies (AD 325-
350) thot exist todoy ore the Voticon Codex
ond the Sinoitic Codex.

The Bible is now printed on poper in mony
versions ond longuoges. l t  is olso on tope
recordings, compoct discs ond computers.

Bible Copied on Fine
Animal Skins

The Bible, God's Word to
The World

popyrus, were used lo
moke copies of
the Scriptures.

A popyrus codex is o bound volume mode
from sheets folded ond sewn together,

sometimes wilh o cover. They were
used more thon scrolls ofter

Scrolls of leother. ond loter of

AD l -100.

Bible Copied on Papyrus



Old Testomenl events ore
wrifen down in Hebrew
(portions in Aromoic! over
centuries. ln Exodus, the
Lord tells Moses to write
in o book. Other Old
Testoment writers, inspi red
by God, include leoders,
kings ond prophets.
Together, these writings
on leother scrolls ond
other moteriols ore colled
the Hebrew Scriptures or
Old Testoment.

Ezro, o priest ond scribe,
collects ond orronges some
of the books of the Hebrew
Bible-the Old TestomenF
obout 450 BC, occording to
Jewish trodiiion.

The Septuogint is the
Greek tronslotion of the
Hebrew Bible (rhe old
Testoment). lt is tronsloted in
250-10O BC by Jewish scholors
in Alexondrio, Egypt. (The
word Septuoglnl meons
seventy, referring to the
trodition thot 70 or 72 men
tronsloted it. lt is often
obbrevioted XX, the Romon
numerol for seventy.)

The books ore orronged by
subiecl historicol, poetic,
ond prophetic. lt includes
the Apocrypho (meoning
"hidden") referring to seven
books thot were included in
the Hebrew Bible until AD 90
when they were removed by
Jewish elders.

Popyrus, o ploni, is cut
into strips ond pressed into
sheets of writing moteriol
ond con be mode into o
scroll or o codex. The New
Testoment books were
probobly first written on
popyrus scrolls. Loter
Christions begin to copy
them on sheets of popyrus
which ore bound ond
ploced between two pieces
of wood for covers. This
form of eorly book is known
os o codex.

Time of Jesus 4 BC-AD 33?
Jesus quotes the Old
Testoment (scriptures) often.
He soys thot He did not come
to destroy the Scriptures, but
to fulfill them. He soys to his
disciples, 'These ore the
words which I spoke unto
you, . .. ihot oll things must
be fulfilled, which were
written in the low of Moses,
ond in the prophets, ond in
the psolms, concerning me."
Then opened he their
understonding, thot they
might understond the
scriptures. Luke 24:44-45

Romon Empire declines.
Germonic migrolions
(AD 378-600) cquse new
longuoges to emerge.

The Mosoreles ore
speciol Jewish scribes
entrusted with the socred
tosk of moking copies of
the Hebrew Scriptures (Old
Gstoment) opproximotely
AD 500-900. They develop
o meticulous system of
counting the number of
words in eoch book of the
Bible to moke sure they
hove copied it occurotely.
Any scroll found to hove
on error is buried occording
to Jewish low

Chrisrionity reqches
Britoin before AD 300, but
Anglo-Soxon pogons drive
Christion Britons into Woles
(AD 450-600). In AD 596,
Augustine of Conterbury
begins evongelizotion ogoin.

Coedmon, on illiterotre
monk, retells portions of
Scripture in Anglo-Soxon
(Old fnglish) poetry ond
song (AD 676).

Aldhelm of Sherborne,
AD7O9, is soid to hove
tronsloted the Psolms.

Bede, o monk ond scholor,
mokes qn Old English
(Anglo-Soxon) tronslotion of
portions of Scripture. On his
deothbed in 735, he finishes
tronsloting the Book of John.

Alfred The Greot, King
of Wessex, 871-901 ,
tronslotes portions of
Exodus, Psolms, ond Acts.

Normqns conquer
Englond (lo66l ond moke
French the officiol longuoge.
No English tronslotion work
produced until the 

'l300s.

Middle English emerges,
populorized by works such
os the Conferbury Tales
ond Richord Rolle's
Pso/ter (t gaO).

Firsr English Bible is
tronsloted from Lotin in 

,l382

ond is colled the Wycliffe
Bible in honor of priest ond
Oxford scholor John
Wycliffe. During his lifetime,
Wycliffe hod wonted
common people to hove the
Bible. He olso criticized o
number of church proctices
ond policies. His followers,
derisively colled Lollords
(meoning "mumblers"I
included his criticisms in the
prefoce to the Wycliffe Bible.
this gible is bonned ond
burned. Forty yeors ofter
Wycliffet deoth, his bones
ore exhumed ond burned
for heresy.

Aldred, Bishop of Durhom,
inserts o tronslotion in the
Northumbrion diolect
between the lines of the
Lindisforne Gospels (9s0).

Aef fric, 9 5 5- 1 O2O, tronsloles
portions of the Old Testoment.

Papyrus

Bede

tohn Wycliffe



Followers of Jesus
Motthew, Mork, Luke, John,
Poul, Jomes, Peter, ond Jude
write the Gospels, history
letters to other Christions,
ond the Revelotion between
AD 45 ond 100. The writers
quote from oll but eight of the
Old Testoment books. These
writings in Greek ore copied
ond circuloted so thot by
obout AD 150 there is wide
enough use of them to speok
o[ the "New Testomen/'
("New Covenonf'). The new
covenont God mode with
people wos promised in Jer.
31:31-34 ond referred to by
Jesus (Lk. 22:201 ond Poul
(t Cor. t l :25) ond in the
letter to the Hebrews.

Early Coplic
Translalion

Old Tesroment
Apocrypho
Evidence derived from first
century AD writers Philo ond
Josephus indicotes thot the
Hebrew conon did not
include the Apocrypho.
-
Eorliest Tronslotions
AD 200-300 Lotin, Coptic
(Egypt), ond Syrioc (Syrio).

Church fothers occept the
writings of the Gospels ond
Pouf's letters os cononicol
(from o Greek word
referring to the rule of foith
ond truth!. Origen lists 2l
opproved New Tesioment
books. Eusebius lists 22
occepted books.

Sain] Malthew
Lindisfiarne Gospels

Approximotely AD 900

The New Testoment
books ore collected ond
circuloted throughout the
Mediterroneon obout the
time of Constontine, the
Romon emperor who
legolizes Christionity in
AD 313. By AD 400 the
stondord of 2z New
Testoment books is occepted
in the Eost qnd West os
confirmed by Athonosius,
Jerome, Augustine ond three
church councils. The 27
books of the New Testoment
were formolly confirmed os
cononicql by the Synod of
Corthoge in AD 397, thus
recognizing three cenluries
of use by followers of Christ.

Jerome storts tronsloting the
Scriptures into Lotin in AD 410
ond finishes 25 yeors loter.
This tronslotion, colled the
Lotin Vulgote, remoins the
bosic Bible for mony centuries.

In 14O8, in Englond,
it becomes illegol to
tronslote or reod the Bible
in common English without
permission of o bishop.

World's first printing
press with moveoble metol
type is invented in taSS in
Germony by Johonn
Gutenberg. This invention is
perhops the single most
importont event to influence
the spreod of the Bible.

The Gutenberg Bible is
the first book ever printed.
This Lotin Vulgote version is
often illuminoted by ortists
who hond point leters ond
ornoments on eoch poge.

Gutenberg
Bible Page

Erosmus, o priest ond Greek
scholor, publishes o new
Greek edition ond o more
occurote Lotin tronslotion of
the New Testoment in 

.|515.

His gool is thot everyone be
oble to reod the Bible, from
the former in the field to the
weover ot the loom.
Erosmus' Greek text forms
the bosis of the "fextus
recepfus" ond is used loter
by Mortin Luther, Williom
Tyndole, ond the King Jomes
tronslotors.

Williom Tyndole,
priest ond Oxford scholor,
tronslotes the New Testomenl
from Greek (1525), but
connot get opprovol to
publish it in Englond. He
moves to Germony ond
prints Bibles, smuggling
them into Englond in socks
of corn ond flour. In 1535 he
publishes port of the Old
Testoment tronsloted from
Hebrew. In 1536, Tyndole is
strongled ond burned qt $e
stoke. His finol words ore
"Lord, open the King of
Englond's eyes."

Tyndole is colled the "Fqther
of the English Bible"
becouse his tronslotion
forms the bosis of the King
Jomes Version. Much of tne
style ond vocobulory we
know os "biblicol English" is
trqceqble to his work.

Moriin Luther tronsloles
the New Testoment into
Germon in 1522.

Jetome

Erasmus

WIIiom Tyndale



The Goverdole Bible
is trqnslod by Miles
Coverdole (1535)ond
dedicqied to Anne Boleyn,
one of King Henry Vlll's
wives. This is the first
complete Bible to be printed
in English.

Tyndale's lnitials
printed in the

Motthew's Bible

The Mofihew's Bible,
il*[bdutr.r.i n"s"il
under the pen nctme
'Thomos Mofihew" is the
first Bible published with the
king's permission (t sv).
Printed iust onc yeor ofter
Tyndolet deoth, its New
Teslqmenl relies heovily on
Tyndole's version, ond even
hos o tribute to him on the
lost poge of the Old Testo-
ment. Tyndole's inifiols ore
printed in 2% inch block
letters. Loter Thomos
Cromwell, odvisor to King
Henry Vlll, enhusls
Coverdole to revise
Motthe#s Bible to moke
the Greot Bible.

1539 Grcar Bible is
ploced in every church by
order of Thomos Cronmer,
orchbishop under King
Henry Vlll. lt is reqd oloud
excepi during services ond
sermons. This Bible is
choined to he church pillors
to discouroge theft.

fhe "Chained
Bible"
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Englond's Glueen Mory
bons Protestont trqnslqtions
of the English Bible. John
Rogers ond Thomos
Cronmer ore burned of the
stoke. Loter some 300 men,
women ond children ore
olso burned.

The Genevo Bible
Exiles from Englond flee to
Genevo, Switzerlond, ond
in 1560 print the Genevo
Bible, o complete revision of
the Greqt Bible wilh the Old
Testoment tronsloted from
Hebrew. The Genevo Bible
contoins theologicol notes
from Protestont scholors.

John Colvin, Bezo, Knox,
ond Whittinghom. lt is the
first Bible to use Romon type
insteod of blockletter. This is
the Bible of Shokespeore
ond the one corried to
Americo by the Pilgrims in
1620. The 1640 edition is
the first English Bible to omit
the Apocrypho.

Bishops Bible
A new tronslotion begins
under Queen Elizobeth in
1568. lt is tronsloted by
severol bishops of the
Church of Englond in
onswer to the Genevo Bible.

Rheims-Douoi Bible wos
tronsloted into English frbm
the Lotin Vulgote by Cotholic
scholor Gregory Mortin,
while in exile in Fronce
11 582/ 1 6091. lt becomes the
stondord tronslotion for the
Cotholic church.

King Jomes Version or
Aulhorized Version
King Jomes I of Englond
commissions 54 scholors
to undertoke o new Bible
tronslotion. Over the next six
yeors, six teoms of scholors
using the Bishops Bible ond
Tyndole's Bible, os well os
ovoiloble Greek ond
Hebrew monuscripts,
complete the new version
in 161 I . The King Jomes
Version (olso colled the
' Authorized Version," even
though King Jomes never
gove the finished version his
royol opprovol) is revised
severol times.

The edition used todoy wos
revised in 1769.lt is the
most populor Bible for more
thon 300 yeors.

Modern Tronslotions
The knowledge from newly
discovered monuscripts hos
led to hundreds of new
tronslotions.

|  485
The English Revised
Version
A British revision of the King
Jomes Version.

|  9 0 1
Americqn Stqndord
Version {A.S.V.)
Revision of the King Jomes
Version in Americon English.

1926
Moffoil Bible
A very populor modern-
longuoge version.

King tames Bible
Poge from l6l I version

Glueen Mary King James
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Chart idea and dates courtesy of Eack to the Bible Broadcast, Lincoln, NE. Used by permission.



Older Monuscripts
Discovered! Between
'I 
629 ond 1942, severol of

the eorliest known copies of
the Bible ore found.

Codex Alexondrinus,
o copy of the New
Testoment from AD 400.
perhops the best copy of the
book of Revelotion, is mode
ovoilqble to western
scholors in 1629.

Godex Sinqiticus
(eorliest complete copy of
the New Testoment, copied
in AD 350) is found in St.
Cotherine's Monostery neor
Mt. Sinoi.

The Revised Version
(AD 1885) In 1870, scholors
in Englond decide to revise
the King Jomes Version to

reflect the findings from the
monuscripts discovered the
two previous centuries.
Their gool ig to use better
Hebrew ond Greek texts
ond to retronslote words
bosed on new linguistic
informotion obout oncient
Hebrew.

Godex Vqticqnus
(eorliest ond probobly best
copy known of the New
Testoment from AD 3251 is
releosed to scholors in 1889
by the Voticon Librory.

The Deod Seo Scrolls,
found in o cove in 1947 by o
shepherd, contoin the oldest
known copies of portions of
the Old Testoment. These
copies were mode between
100 BC ond AD 100.

A Qumran Cave
nedr ihe Deod Sea

A Scroll of lsqiqh thot
is port of the Deod Seo
Scrolls is the oldest complete
monuscripl of ony book
of the Bible (copied oround
lOo BCl. The copies of
lsoioh discovered in the
Qumron coves prove to be
remorkobly close to the
stondord Hebrew Bible.
vorying slightly in the
spelling of some nomes.
They give overwhelming
confirmotion of the reliobility
of the Mosoretic copies.

During the l9O0s more thon
o hundred New Testoment
monuscripts ore found in
Egvpt.

A Ugoritic Grommcr
is published in the 1960s.
Ugoritic is on oncient
longuoge similor to Hebrew
ond helps scholors
understond Hebrew
vocobulory ond poetry.

{o-.;*r* 9*1;"arl-+
Frtrsprts Ftthj *tt tlqs

Scrcll of Isoiah

The Revised Version

I  9 3 1
Smirh-Goodspeed, An
Americon Tronslqtion
Modern Americon English.

1952
The Revised Stqndord
Version (R.S.V.)
A revision of the A.S.V.
New Testoment revised l9Z1 .

|  958
J.B. Phi l l ips'New
Testomenl in Modern
English A porophrose,
originolly mode for youth

1965
The Amplified Bible
Uses word-for-word ASV with
odded words to communicote
insights on originol texts.

1966
Jerusolem Bible
Tronslotion by Cotholic
scholors in Jerusolem. The
New Jerusolem Bible. 1 985.

l9ro
New English Bible
'Timeless" modern English.
Revised in 1989.

l 9 ro
New Americon Bible
(N.A.B.} Officiol version of
the Cotholic Church. Revised
New Testqment in I986.

l 9 7 l
New Americon
Srondqrd Bible
Literol word-for-word
tronslotion. Updoted in 

.|995.

t97 l
The Living Bible
Populor porophrose.

1976
The Good News Bible
(Todoyt English Versionf
Vernoculor English
tronslqtion.

l97a
New lnternotionol
Version (N.l.V.)
Dignified, reodoble.

r9 '2
New King Jqmes
Version
Modernizotion of the K.J.V.
using the some monuscripts.

|  989
Jewish New Teslomenl
English tronslotion using
troditionol Jewish
expressions.

|  989
New Revised Stondord
Version "Gender neutrol"
revision of the R.S.V.

|  9 9 1
Contemporory English
Version "Noturol,
uncomplicoted" English.

1995
God's Word
Contemporory English.

1996
New Living Tronslotion
A revision of The Living Bible
to moke it o tronslotion.

200r
Todoy's New
Internqlionol Version
(T.N.|.V.) (New Testoment)
Modernizotion of the N.l.V.

1996
New Internotionol
Reoder's Version
(N.l.r.v.)
A simplified version of the
N.l.V. with o 3rd or 4th
grode reoding level.

2001
English Stondord
Version (E.S.V.) Literol
updote of the R.S.V.

20o2
The Messoge
A porophrose from the
originol longuoges.

2('o4
Holmqn Christisn
Stsndord Bible (H.C.S.B.)
Bolonce between word-for-
word ond thought-for-thought.


