
tE.E'

;

' L

Faith o/ Arnerica's Founders
Today people talk about the separation of church and state and keeping

Christianity and prayer out of schools, but few people realize that many of

America's fbunders were devoutly Christian. People such as George Washington,

Abigail and John Adams, and Patrick Henry knew that God was important

to the founding of the country and to its future. Not only did they base their

decisions on biblical principles, but they staked the future of the United States

of America on its citizens' abiliq,' to govern themselves under the kingship of

Jesus Christ.

Here are best-loved quotes from some of the

gave their lives to building a great country.

brave and noble people who

----€€--

BBN.lanuN FnaNruN
(Statesman, author, scientist,  and printer)

W/t e n t I, e C o n,r t i t t t t it tt tt / C o n ta n t tl o n p,t., )m r) Lrc ke r)

ail i.t Lrokd ltlke it ni.qht 1,r )i,,,o\rcr) by r)titttJreenrcnt.r,

Frtuzklin c,t//d tfu )a/cq,tte.r to 1tft1yt:7 u'it/t t/tete rordt:

"l have lived, Sir, a long time, and the longer I l ive,

the more convincing proofs I see of this truth-that

God governs in the affairs of men, and if a
sparrow cannot f'all to the ground without His notice, is it

probable that an empire can rise without His aid ? "

(Const i tut ional  Convent ion,  June 28,  IZBZ)

America's founders recognized God's guidance throughout every aspect of

the nation's fbrmation.
---\:s-

Gnoncn WasHlNcroN
(First president)

Illt.rltinqton comnrcnter) on t/ae aurle of tbe Rero/utitutaty War.

Tht inttttnce,r rtf c)uine itterrentiort s,ere Jeen an) noti) on in thc

Amarican 1tre,r,r a,lt,eff a,t the Briti,,h paper,,,

"rh" hand of Providelce has been so conspicuous

in all this that he must be worse than an infidel that

lacks faith, and more wicked that has not gratitude to

i
"l

acknowledee his obl ieat ions. . . .  "
(Letter to Brigadier General Thomas Nelson, Aug. 20, r77B)
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BnN.lanrN Russ
(Signer of the Declaration

of Independence, founder

of first anti-slavery sociegz

in America)

^.-Ftr"

"1,11,"5; xffi;ll H st';:rr;i ;
(Quoted in Rush's eulog', l8l3)

Rather than rule by the elite (aristocracy) or rule by the many (democracy),

many of the first Americans preferred rule by Christ.

Ery

Wrruam BnanroRo
(Governor of the Plymouth Colony)

"Last and not least they cherished a great

hope and inward ,""1 of laying good

foundatiofts, or at least making some ways

toward it, fbr the propagation 
".,d 

advance of

the gospel of the Kingdom of Christ
in the remote parts of the world, even though

they should be but stepping stones to others in

the performance of so great a work. "

(Plymouth Plantation, I 642)

JosN Aonnrs 

'Ge-

(Second president)

America was colonized by

Christians whose aims included

the spread of the Gospel .

Long before tha Retolutiotttuy War nm)e Anrcrica an hr)epen)ent ntttiort,

John A)anu, u'on)ere) u'/tttt kii of Lui ntiqht be l,uilt if t/te Bible u'ere

ta ka n,r e r tl o u.r /y tu u). it.r p r i nc ip /et h o n e,t t /y p rtt c t i cd.

"suppose a nation in some distant region should take the
Bible for their only law book, and every member

should regulate his conduct by the precepts there exhibited I

Every member would be obliged in conscience, to

temperance, frugality, and industry; to justice,
kindness, and charity towards his fellow men; and to

pief, love, and reverence toward AlmightJ, God....

What a Eutopia, what a Paradise would this region be."
(Diary, Feb. 22, 1756J

Many leaders at the time of the American Revolution
saw America as an opportunigr to set up a better country-

one based on biblical values.
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Parrucx HnNnv
(Member of the Continental Congress)

Spe,tkiry of Anrcrba! in?epen)ence,

Patrbk Henty u,rote,

"Whether this will prove a blessing or a curse, will

depend upon the use our people make ofthe blessings,

which a eracious God hath bestowed on us. If
they are wise, they will be great and huppy.

If they are of a contrary character, they will be miserable.

hteousness alone can exalt them as a
natron. Readerl Whoever thou art, remember this, and in thy sphere practice

virtue thyself, and encourage it in others." (Back of stamp Act Resolves, May, 1265)

The founders knew that a great country depended on each person making right

choices and encouraging others to do the same.

JS3

Sr\rlUE,L Atl,tltS
(Cousin to John Adams; he was cal led the "Father oF the American Revolut ion")

"fhe rights of the colonists as Christians...may be best understood by

reading and carefully studying the institution of The Great Law Giver

and Head of the Christian Church, which are to be found clearly written and

promulgated in the New Testament. " 1F.o. The Ru1ht, oJ'Colonilhr,1772)

Wlrlu"lt PRnscorr
(Commander of the colonial militia at Bunker Hill)

"We consider that we are all embarked in (the

same boat) and must sink or swim together.... Let

us all be of one heart, u.rd stand fast in the
liberty wherewith Christ has made us
free. A.,d may He, of His infinite mercy, grant us

deliverance of all our troubles. " (Letter to citizens of

Boston under British blockade, 1274)

America's desire for freedom was based on the

f'reedom given by Jesus Christ.
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JosN HaNcocr
(First to sign the De.claration of Independence)

In the )ayd leilinq up to the Reuolutionary Wtr,

cit'cttrturtance., lookd qrinz. tUany lea)er.r ca/[er) on the

citizenry to.fatt an) pray.for Anzerita, tu r)i) John

Hancock pith the,,e openiry rentarkr:

"In circumstances dark as these, it becomes us, as men

and Christians, to reflect that, whilst every prudent

measure should be taken to ward off the imoendins

judgments... all confidence must be withheld from the

means we use; and reposed only on that God who
rules in the Armies of Heaven, and without whose blessing the best human

counsels are but foolishness-and all created power vanrty,"

(April 15, I 775 Provincial Congress of Massachusetts - Day of Public Humiliation, Fasting and

Prayer signed by its president John Hancock)

' 7 . t  7 2 , / r /  t
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JoHrq WlrHanspooN /
(President of the College oF New Jersey [Princeton])

Ju,rt prior to the Deckrtttion of ldepen)ence tut) the enruirtlJ s,a6 tbe Continenttt/

Conqre,t,t c,tlb) for a National Day o.f Fa.rtitq, Huni/Lttiort, ,ut) Prayer.

,Io/tn Withertpoon.follorrd up s,ith a tpeech ttt the

Col/e.qe o;f Ner Jeruey (later crt//d Prirceton):

"While we give praise to God, the supreme
disposer of all events, for His interposition on our

behalf, let us guard against the dangerous

erfof of trusting in, or boasting of, an arm of

f lesh. . . "  (Mav17,1776)



JonN Aoa-us
(Second president)

In corre,tpon)ence to hi.t granfuon Charlat Francil A1amt,

Jobn A?am.t g,rcte,

"Statesmen, my dear Sia may plan and speculate

for liberty, but it is Religion und Moraliqz ulo.'.,
which can establish the principles upon *hich
freedom can securely stand. The only
foundation of a free Constitution is pure virtue, and
if this cannot be inspired into our people in a greater measure,

than they have it now, they may change their rules and the form of

government, but they will not obtain a lasting liberty." (June2l,1776).
_€-.

SamuBr Aoams
(Cousin to John Adams; he was called the "Father of the
American Revolution")

"We have this day restored the Sovereign to

Whom all men ought to be obedient. He reigns

in heaven and from the rising to the setting of the

.,rn,let his kingdom come." (Signing of the

Declaration of Independence, August, 12Z6)

Sanurcl A)anar ,taw Go) at the only tnu King of natiotu. The

Deckration o/ In)epen)ence w(Lt .teen a,t a pay of re,rtoritg Gil to

Hil riah(u/ p/ace in the heartu of Amerirant. It,r .rignitg ear the reper,te

of what the eat'ly Hebren republic hai )one h calling.for a kiut an? rejectit!

Gil in I Santucl B:4-7.

Americat foundations were laid on the belief that God is the true Kine.

____€e_

JonN QurNcv Aoams
(Sixth president)

"rh" highest glory o[the American Revolution
was this: it connected in one indissoluble bond the

principles of civil government and
principles of Christianib/. "
(Attributed to Adams; cited from P,tntphltt on Anurban Reulution,

1860, John Wingate Thornton)

The connections between Christianity and good

government were recognized in early America.

,...:-. ' ,r i6*r'1." i i 1 . ! ' - ,

Gnoncn WasnrNcroN
(First president)

Wa^dhinqtonit prioate prayer par recor)e) near hi,t

hea)quttrteru on the Hu)ton Riven Wathington

abo rlrote )orvn nutny of bLt ou,n prayert in hi.t

notebook.

"And now, Almighqr Father, if it is
Thy holy will thut we shall obtain a place

and name among the nations of the Earth,

grant that we may be enabled to show our

gratitude for Thy goodness by our endeavors

h

to fearund obey Thee." (Private prayer, lzzg)

F

Rocen Sunn,*aN R 
"t"* 

CJ /""--r^*
(Signer  o l 'a l l  four  o l ' the '  >/
major foundi ng documenrsl/

In a.tpeech to Conqre.t,r, Roqcr Shernutn ,,rti):

"Admirins und thankfully acknowledging the riches of
redeeming love, and earnestly imploring that divine assistance
which may enable us to live no more to ourselves, but to him who loves us and

gave himself to die for us."

Many founders understood that the gift of salvation requires people to

respond in selfless ways.

=€e--

CoNrrNnNraL CoNGRESS

Victoty oter Britfuh;force,t at Saraht.qa ()cto/ter, 1777) ba tu thit or?er by Georye

Wathington, )eckrizlt the fi'tt National Procknzatbn o;f Tbankagiving.

"Forasmuch as it is the indispensable duty of all men to adore the

superintendi"g Providence of Almighty God' to acknowledge with
gratitude their obligation to Him for benefits received and to implore such
further blessing as they stand in need of; and it having pleased Him in His

abundant mercy not only to continue to us the innumerable bounties of

His common Providence...to smile upon us as in the prosecution of a just and

necessary war for the defense and establishment of our unalienable rights and

liberties.... It is therefore recommended...to set apart Thursday, the l8th day of

December next, for the solemn thanksgiving and praise." (November, tzzf

t,



JBnrBnsoN
(Third presideirt)

1'God who gave us life, gave 
". 

liberty. And can the
liberties of a nation be thought secure when we have
removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds
of the people that these liberties are of the Gift of
Godt" - Notes on the State of \4rginia, 1781

Men and nations tend to forget

of God. The founders warned that

lose its liberty if it did not honor God.

the goodness

America would

,_----€o--
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GBoncB WasnrNcroN
(Fi rst  president)

Whthitrytonlt retircntent itto priuate ltfe rn., prece?e? by

tbil /arerrcil d)re,r,r:

"Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to

political prosperigr, religion and moraliqr
are indispensable supports.

In vain would that man claim th" tribute of

patriotism, who should labor to subvert these

great pillars of human happiness...."
(Farewell Address, Sept. 19, 1296) 

,__€€__

JoHN Jav
(First Chief Justice of Supreme Court, coauthor of the Fder,tlitt Paperu)

"Providence has given to our people the choice oftheir

rulers, and it is the dufy, as well as the privilege and

interest of our Christian nation to select 
"r,d 

prefer

Christians for their rulers."
(Private letter to Jedediah Morse, I Z9D

"Unto Him who is the author and giver of all good,

I render sincere and humble thanks fo.
His merciful and unmerited blessings, and especially

for our redemption and salvation by his
loved son. " (John Jay's will)

Many founders fervently believed that God was the final

source of both mercy and judgment.

CoNcnBss oF THE {JNrrBo Srares

"Day of Thanksgiving. Resolved. That a joint committee of both houses

be directed to wait upon the President of the United States to request

that he recommend to the people of the United States a day of public

Thanksgiving and prayer, to be observed by acknowledging, with
grateful heart, the many signal favors of Almighty God, especially
by affording them an opportunigr peaceably to establish a constitution of

government for their safeSz and happiness. " (Sept. 2b, lzse)

America's founders recognized the importance of thanking God for blessings

and safegr.

:rn"{.,.: r'iTfi'ri

Ar,BxaxnBn FlarrrrrroN
(Signer of the Constitution)

Referrirtg to tbe Corutitulion creale):

"For my own part, I sincerely esteem it a system which

without the finger of God, never could have been

suggested and agreed upon by such a diversiSr ofinterests."

(Shortly after the Constitutional Convention)

Without God's guidance, many people with such different

interests could not have agreed upon the principles by which

America was to be soverned.

JBoporas MonsB
(Eclucator and geographer)

]lr{tprrrx
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"Whenever th" pillars of Christianify should
be overthrown, our present reoublican forms of

governmerit, and all the blessings which flow
from them, must fall *tn them." (1299, Election
Sermon)

Early Americans believed that the blessings of

government were tied to obeying the Gospel.

self-

JamBs MoNnon
(Fifth president)

"The liberty, prosperiq, and happiness of our country

will always be the object of my most fervent prayer to the

Supreme Author of All Good."
(Second Inaugural Address, XIar. 5, l82l)

Public prayers in Congress existed from the beginning.

Prayers for the nation were never viewed as purely private,

but were often made publicly for public servants and the nation as

a whole.I
I
I
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Josrpu Sronv
(Justice to the Supreme Court)

"There is not a truth to be gathered from

history more certain, more momentous

than this: that civil liberty cannot long

be separated fro- religious liberty
without danger, and ultimately without

destruction to both. Wherever religious
liberSr exists, it will, first or last, bring
in and establish political liberf;r."
(Commentary on the First Amendment)

Freedom of every kind comes from God.

__€e_

Daurpr WBesrBn
(Politician, diplomat, and educator)

"Finally, let us not forget the religious character of

our origin. Our fathers were brought hither by their high

veneration for the Christian religion. They journeyed by

its l;ght, and labored in its hope. They sought to incorporate

its principles with the elements of their sociegr, and to

diffuse its influence through all their institutions, civil,

political, or literary. Let us cherish these sentiments,

and extend this influence still more widely; ir full

conviction that that is the happiest sociegr which

partakes in the highest degree of the mild and peaceful

spirit of ChristianiSz." (Speech at the bicentennial ofthe

Pilgrims'landing at Plynouth Rock, Dec. 22, IB20)

Jarrrns MantsoN
(Fourth president)

"We have all been encouraged

to feelin the guardianship
and guidanc€ of that
Almighty Being, whose
power regulates the
destiny of nations."
(lnaugural Address, Mar.4, 1809)

ib' +r{r}lil.d. : : : "..a, a:*ni*lu-::; rdt: .1
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ArBxrs DE ToceuEvrLLE
(French statesman and historian

De Tocqueoille obterse) an? wrote about Amerba

beginning in ISJL A,t a Frenchman he may be regatie)

ar an outtEe, objective pitnu,r to the Chri,ttinn nature

of early Anzerba.

"In the United States the sovereign authorit;r
.  I .
lS re l lg louS.  .  .  there is  no country in  the

world where the Christian religion retains a greater

influence over the souls of men than in
America, and there can be no greater proof of its utility and

of its conformity to human nature than that its influence

is powerfully felt over the most

enlightened and free ANonBw JRcr<soN
(Seventh president)

"That book fthe Bible],
Sir, is the Rock uoon
which our Republic
rests.
(Re: Bible, June 8, 1845)

The Bible was seen

as vital to the foundation

ofthe nation.

The fear of the Lono ',

is the beginning of

wisdom, and knowledge

of the Holy One is

understanding.

-Pnol'engs 9:10

t . l

nation of the earth."
(Demotrucy h Anurim,

2 Vols. 1835 & 1840)

"America is great

because it is good, and

if America ever ceases

to be good, America

will cease to be great."

(Attributed to De Tocqueville)

----€e--

GouvnnNr,uR MoRRrs
(Delegate to'the Constitutional Convention;
writer of the final draft of the Constitution)

"Religion is the only solid basis of good

morals; therefore education should
teach the precepts of religion, a.'d
the duties of man toward God."

(Cited in The Li,fe of Gou'enrcur,llorri,, J. Sparks, lB32)

Public education and Christianity were

seen as working together, not conflicting.

e



ASRAHAM LrNcor,N
(Sixteenth president)

Lincoln b,tue? a prockmation appointing a National Fatt

Day. An excerpt rea?d:

"It is the du5, of nations as well as of men to owe

their dependence on the overruling
-  

o a  1

power of God, to confess their sins and
transgressions in humble sorrow yet with assured
hope that genuine repentance will lead to
mercy and pardon, and to recognize the sublime
truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures and proven by

all history that those nations only are blessed
whose God is the Lord." (P.oi"-utio', Mar. J0, t86J)

"That the Almighty does make use of human agencies, and
directly interveies in human affairs, is one of the plainest
statemen"ts of the Bible. I have had so manv evidences of his
direction-so many instances when I have been controlled by some

other power than my own will .- that I cannot doubt that this power

comes from above." (Answer to L.E. Chittenden, 1865)

America's leaders, from presidents to soldiers, have asked for
and found direction from God.

Harnrpr BBBcnen Srowp
(Teacher, authot and abolitionist)

owe'd book ?D much to fuzl the abolitionitt

It en?d wit/e the,te woi)d:

"A day of grace isyet held out to
Both North and South have been guilqz

God; and the Christian church has

hear,y account to answer. Notby
bining together, to protect injustice and

i '"-,'

National confession and repentance was recognized as a dut;r that the people

of all nations owe to God.

cruelgr, and making a common capital of sin, is
this Union to be saved, but by fepentance,
justice and mercy." (uncte Toni Cabin, 1852)

. . ' - t ' -  ; .

Tnn SupneME CoURT oF THE ljrvrrnn SrATns oF AMERTcA

In 1892, in the ca.te of Churcle of tlae Holy Tiinity v. Unite? Stata, tbe Supreme

Court etamine? thowan?t of ?ocumentt concerning thefoun?ing of tbe natinn,

incla?ing euery,ttate conttitutittn a.,t pell at compactt lea7ing up to tbe time of tbe

Amerban Revolution. After ten year,t o/ raearch, the court ittue? a unanimout

?eci,tion that inc/u1e7 t/ae recognition t/aat thb nati^on i,t not only hfutorbaily an?

culturally rehgbut, but t/aat t/ae very ,tyttem of goverrunent an? our kwt are bau? on

a Cbridtian por\Avizw.

Rcgar?ing thi^a ?ocumcntary ethence, the Court furtber dtate?:

"There is no dissonance in these declarations. There is a universal

language pervading them all, having one meaning. They affirm and

reaffirm that this is a religious nation. These are not individual
sayings, declarations ofprivate persons. They are organic utterances. They

speakthevoice of the entire people."

"This is a religious p"opl....this is a Christian nation."
(Trinity Decision, 1892)

______*-

There has been debate about whether America can truly be called a Christian

nation. But there is no doubt .- from looking at historical records - that founders

and the citizens of America were committed to Christian ideals. They were

grateful to God for His guidance and set out to create a better nation, one that

was built on biblical principles. At a time when other nations were rejecting

Christianity (such as France during the French Revolution of I7B9), America

stood out as an examole of faith and ootimism.

___*e_


