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Why Does God’s Creation Include 
Death & Suffering?

Why do bad things happen? Through the ages, 
human beings have sought to reconcile their under-
standing of an all-powerful, loving God with the 
seemingly endless suffering around them.

One prominent example of this struggle is the me-
dia mogul Ted Turner. Having lost his faith after his 
sister died of a painful disease, Turner claimed, “I was 
taught that God was love and God was powerful, and I 
couldn’t understand how someone so innocent should 
be made or allowed to suffer so.”�

Is God responsible for human suffering? Is God 
cruel, capricious, and vindictive, or is He too weak to 
prevent suffering? If God truly is sovereign, how can 
He let someone He loves suffer?

A World of Misery and Death

Each day brings new tragedy. A small child is diag-
nosed with leukemia and undergoes extensive medical 
treatment only to die in his mother’s arms. A newlywed 
couple is killed by a drunk driver as they leave for their 
honeymoon. A faithful missionary family is attacked 
and killed by the very people they were ministering to. 
Thousands are killed in a terrorist attack. Hundreds 
drown in a tsunami, while scores of others are buried 
in an earthquake.

How are these things possible if God really loves 
and cares for us? Is He a God of suffering?

Man’s usual response to tragedy is to blame God, 
as Charles Darwin did after the death of his beloved 
daughter Annie.

“Annie’s cruel death destroyed Charles’s tatters of 
beliefs in a moral, just universe. Later he would say 
that this period chimed the final death-knell for his 
Christianity … . Charles now took his stand as an 
unbeliever.”2

Is this the proper response? A correct view of his-
tory, found in the Bible, provides the answer.

� Associated Press, “Ted Turner was suicidal after breakup,” www.
nytimes.com/aponline/arts/AP-People-Turner.html, April �6, 
200�.
2 A. Desmond and J. Moore, Darwin: The Life of a Tormented 
Evolutionist, W.W. Norton & Company, New York, �99�, 387.

Was God’s Creation Really 
“Very Good”?

In the beginning, about 6,000 years ago, God cre-
ated the universe and everything in it in six actual days. 
At the end of His creative acts on the sixth day, God 
“saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was 
very good” (Genesis �:3�).

To have been very good, God’s creation must 
have been without blemish, defect, disease, suffer-
ing, or death. There was no “survival of the fittest.” 
Animals did not prey on each other, and the first two 
humans, Adam and Eve, did not kill animals for food. 
The original creation was a beautiful place, full of life 
and joy in the presence of the Creator.

Both humans and animals were vegetarians at the 
time of creation. In Genesis �:29–30 the Lord said, 
“See, I have given you every herb that yields seed 
which is on the face of all the earth, and every tree 
whose fruit yields seed; to you it shall be for food. 
Also, to every beast of the earth, to every bird of the 
air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, in 
which there is life, I have given every green herb for 
food.”

This passage shows clearly that in God’s very good 
creation, animals did not eat each other (and thus, 
there was no animal death), as God gave Adam, Eve, 
and the animals only plants to eat. (It was not until 
after the worldwide Flood of Noah’s Day—�,600 years 
later—that man was allowed to eat meat, according to 
Genesis 9:3.)

Because eating a plant can kill it, some people claim 
that death was part of the original creation. The Bible 
makes a distinction, though, between plants and ani-
mals. This distinction is expressed in the Hebrew word 
nephesh, which describes an aspect of life attributed 
only to animals and humans. Nephesh can be translated 
“breathing creature” or “living creature” (see Genesis 
�:20–2�, 24). Plants do not possess this nephesh qual-
ity and so cannot die in the scriptural sense.

The original creation was very good. According to 
Moses in Deuteronomy 32:4, “His work is perfect.” 
Obviously, things are not like this any longer.

Lesson 4 Extra reading
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Why Do We Die Now?

If there was no animal or human death when God 
finished His creation and pronounced it very good, 
why do we die now? We see death all around us today. 
Something must have happened to change creation—
that something was sin.

God placed Adam and Eve in a perfect paradise. 
As their Creator, He had authority over them. In His 
authority, God gave Adam a rule: “But of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in 
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die” (Genesis 
2:�7).

Sometime after God declared His completed 
creation “very good” at the end of the sixth day, one 
of God’s angels, Lucifer, led a rebellion against their 
Creator.3 Lucifer then took on the form of a serpent 
and tempted Eve to eat the fruit God had forbidden. 
Both Adam and Eve ate it. Their actions resulted in the 
punishment that God had warned them about. God is 
holy and cannot tolerate sin in His presence. The just 
Creator righteously kept His promise that punishment 
would follow their disobedience. With the rebellious 
actions of one man, death entered God’s creation.

Ashamed and afraid, Adam and Eve tried to escape 
the consequences of their sin by making coverings of 
fig leaves. But by themselves, they could not cover what 
they had done. They needed something else to pro-
vide a covering. According to the writer of Hebrews, 
“Without shedding of blood, there is no remission [of 
sin]” (9:22). A blood sacrifice was necessary to cover 
their guilt before God.

To illustrate the horrible consequences of sin, 
God killed an animal and made coats of skin (de-
picted at left) to cover Adam and Eve. We are not 
told what type of animal was killed, but perhaps it 
was something like a lamb to symbolize Jesus Christ, 
the Lamb of God, who would shed His own blood to 
take away our sins.

Genesis 3 also reveals that the ground was 
cursed. Thorns and thistles were now part of the 
world. Animals were cursed, the serpent more than 
the rest. The world was no longer perfect but sin-
cursed. Suffering and death now abounded in that 
once-perfect creation.

3 The Bible is not clear when Lucifer rebelled or when Adam and 
Eve sinned. However, we can surmise that it was not too long 
after God put Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, as He told 
them to be fruitful and multiply, and they obviously had not had 
an opportunity to conceive a child before they rebelled.

What Does All This Have to Do 
with Me?

If it was Adam’s decision to disobey God that 
brought sin into the world, why do we all have to suf-
fer punishment?

After Adam and Eve sinned and were banished 
from the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:20–24), they be-
gan to have children. Each child inherited Adam’s sin-
ful nature, and each child rebelled against his or her 
Creator. Every human is a descendant of Adam and 
Eve, born with the same problem: a sinful nature.

If we are honest with ourselves, we will realize that 
Adam is a fair representative for all of us. If a perfect 
person in a perfect place decided to disobey God’s 
rules, none of us would have done better. The Apostle 
Paul writes, “Therefore, just as through one man sin 
entered the world, and death through sin, and thus 
death spread to all men, because all sinned” (Romans 
5:�2).

As children of Adam, we all inherit Adam’s sin na-
ture. We have all, at some point, disobeyed a command 
from the Creator, so we all deserve to die and suffer 
eternal punishment in hell. We must understand that 
not one of us is innocent before God. Romans 3:23 
says, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God.” Not one of us is worthy to stand before the 
Creator of the universe because we would each bring a 
sinful, rebellious nature into His presence.

In the beginning, God sustained His creation in its 
perfect state. The account of the Israelites wandering in 
the wilderness provides a glimpse of how things might 
have been in the original creation. The  garments of 
the Israelites did not wear out, nor did their feet swell 
for the forty years they camped in the desert (Deuter-
onomy 8:4). God is omnipotent and perfectly capable 
of sustaining and protecting His creation.

When Adam sinned, however, the Lord cursed the 
universe. In essence there was a change, and along with 
that change God began to uphold the creation in a 
cursed state. Suffering and death entered into His cre-
ation. The whole universe now suffers from the effects 
of sin (Romans 8:22).

The sad things (e.g., the death of a loved one, tsu-
namis that kill thousands, hurricanes that leave many 
dead or homeless, etc.) that happen around us and to 
us are reminders that sin has consequences and that the 
world needs a Savior.

God took pleasure in all of His creation (Revela-
tion 4:��), but He loved people most of all. He uses 



Demolishing Strongholds Copyright © 2007 Answers in Genesis. Copy permission for student handouts granted.

the deterioration of the created universe to show us the 
consequences of our sin. If we did not experience the 
consequences of our rebellion against the Creator, we 
would never understand that we need salvation from 
our sin, and we would never receive His offer of mercy 
for our sin.

Most people easily recognize that there is a prob-
lem in the world. We need to realize that there is One 
who has overcome this problem of death and suffer-
ing—Jesus Christ.

Is There Any Hope?

Sadly, the consequences for our sin are much worse 
than life in a cursed universe. In addition to living our 
lives in a sin-filled creation, we must all die physically 
and then face a punishment much more horrible than 
anything we have ever known: the second death. The 
Apostle John tells of a lake of fire called the “second 
death” that awaits all those whose names are not writ-
ten in the book of life (Revelation 20:�4–�5). This sec-
ond death is the final punishment for our sin.

Even though we rebelled against Him and brought 
punishment on ourselves, God loves His children and 
does not want them to spend eternity in hell. Our mer-
ciful Creator has provided a way to be reconciled to 
Him and to escape the terrible eternal punishment for 
our sin. This way of escape is through the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ, who is God, came to earth as a man, 
lived a sinless life, and then died to pay the penalty 
for sin. The Apostle Paul tells us that “as through one 
man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in 
condemnation, even so through one Man’s righteous act 
the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification 
of life” (Romans 5:�8).

God is righteous and justly sentenced man to 
death, so we received the punishment we deserve. 
However, God exercised grace because of His love for 
us and took that punishment upon Himself as the pay-
ment for our sin.

Take heart! Christ did not remain in the grave. He 
showed that He has power over death by rising on the 
third day after He was buried. Because Christ clearly 
demonstrated His power over death, those who believe 
in Him can know that they too will live, and death will 
have no sting. In fact, the Bible says,

So when this corruptible has put on 
incorruption, and this mortal has put 
on immortality, then shall be brought to 

pass the saying that is written: “Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O Death, where is 
your sting? O Hades, where is your victory?” 
(� Corinthians �5:54–55).

In Christ, those who have received the free gift of 
eternal life can look forward to spending eternity with 
Him in a perfect, pain-free place (Revelation 2�:4). As 
the Apostle Paul wrote,

For by grace you have been saved through 
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift 
of God, not of works, lest anyone should 
boast (Ephesians 2:8–9).

Some may suggest that if God really loved us, He 
would put us in a perfect place where nothing painful 
can touch us. However, He already did that once, and 
Adam rebelled. Given the same opportunity, each one 
of us would do the same thing. God demonstrated His 
love by dying for the world and rising again. All who 
receive the free gift of eternal life will spend eternity 
with Him.

Compared to eternity, the time we spend here in 
a cursed world is insignificant. God will complete His 
demonstration of love by placing those who receive 
His salvation in a perfect place forever.

The Restoration of All Things

The Bible describes death as the last enemy that 
will be destroyed (� Corinthians �5:26). Revelation 
2�:4 says that “God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, 
nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 
former things have passed away.” Those who have 
received salvation look forward to the time when 
the Lord will revoke the Curse and restore the uni-
verse to a perfect state like the one it had before man 
sinned (Revelation 22:3).

The Lord not only loves His children enough to die 
for their sin, He also promises to fix the ruined world by 
creating a new heavens and new earth (Revelation 2�:�). 
And just as the first Adam brought death into the world, 
Christ, as the “last Adam,” brings renewed life into the 
world.

As Paul wrote,

And so it is written, “The first man Adam 
became a living being.” The last Adam 
became a life-giving spirit (� Corinthians 
�5:45).



Demolishing Strongholds Copyright © 2007 Answers in Genesis. Copy permission for student handouts granted.

The Alternate View of History

Those who reject the Creator must explain how 
the world came into existence without God.

Evolutionists and most other “long agers” believe 
that �3–�4 billion years ago, a big bang caused the 
universe to begin from nothing. Galaxies, stars, and 
planets formed as matter—scattered across the uni-
verse—cooled and coalesced. About five billion years 
ago, the earth itself began to form. The earth, it is 
claimed, cooled for a billion years or so, water formed 
on the surface, and in this primordial ocean, molecules 
somehow arranged themselves together to form the 
simplest one-celled life forms.

Due to environmental stresses and other forces, 
directionless mutations, say evolutionists, led to 
survival advantages for certain organisms. These 
organisms gradually changed into progressively more 
complex organisms. The strongest organisms were able 
to survive and reproduce, and the weaker organisms 
died off or were killed by the stronger creatures.

This merciless process eventually produced ape-
like creatures who evolved into man himself. Thus hu-
mans are the ultimate product (so far!) of millions of 
years of death and suffering.

This naturalistic view of the universe uses the 
fossil record as proof for the belief that creatures 
became more advanced over millions of years. This 
view teaches that the fossil record is a record of mil-
lions of years of disease, struggle, and death. The late 
famous evolutionist Carl Sagan declared that “the 
secrets of evolution are time and death.”4

Evolution requires millions of years of struggle 
and death.

Does This Really Matter?

The Bible says that death came as the result of 
man’s sin. Evolution says that death has always been a 
part of nature. Can both be true? Obviously not.

If the fossil record represents millions of years of 
earth history, there must have been millions of years 
of death, struggle, and disease before man appeared, 
contrary to what Genesis teaches.

“Theistic evolution” is an idea that attempts to 
merge the Genesis account and the concept of mil-
lions of years of evolution. Theistic evolution postu-

4 C. Sagan, Cosmos Part 2: One Voice in the Cosmic Fugue, 
produced by Public Broadcasting Service, Los Angeles, with 
affiliate station KCET-TV. First aired in �980 on PBS stations 
throughout the US.

lates millions of years of death before God stepped into 
the process, at some point, and created the Garden of 
Eden. As illustrated below, theistic evolution requires 
God to call millions of years of death and suffering 
“very good.”

On the other hand, if the fossil record is the product 
of a catastrophic global Flood in which vast numbers of 
organisms were suddenly buried in chemical-rich water 
and sediment, the need to postulate millions of years 
of history goes away. God’s account of a perfect world 
ruined by sin and destroyed by a watery judgment 
(Genesis 6–9) is consistent with the fossil evidence in 
the world.

God’s promise of future restoration, “the restitution 
of all things” (Acts 3:�2), would be nonsensical if evo-
lution really happened. Only an original creation free 
from death makes God’s promise of restoration logical. 
A perfect creation cannot be the promised future resto-
ration if no perfect creation existed in the past.

Where Do Caring and Mercy 
Come From?

While many evolutionists cry out that a loving 
God is inconsistent with this world of cruelty we in-
habit, they conveniently overlook other things. For ex-
ample, how does evolution explain mercy, charity, and 
caring? If evolution is true, the driving force of nature 
is “survival of the fittest.” Those less able to compete 
are destined to die. Any attempt to rescue these “less 
competitive” people would be to work against the most 
fundamental force of nature. The existence of doctors, 
hospitals, charitable organizations, and even a police 
force is contrary to raw evolutionary forces.

The evolutionist has no basis for moral judgments. 
If man is just the result of millions of years of evolu-
tion, our behavior is based on random chemical reac-
tions. There is no ultimate moral code. All morality is 
relative. So if a person needs money, why is it wrong 
to rob someone? According to evolution, the stronger 
person should succeed. Might makes right. So in the 
evolutionary view, such violence is a natural, and nec-
essary, part of the world.

Those who have a worldview based on the Bible 
have a consistent basis for acts of kindness, charity, 
or caring. We are commanded in Scripture to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, to perform acts of mercy, 
and to care for the widows and orphans. If we take 
evolution to its logical conclusion, we will conclude 
that these widows and orphans should die because they 
are a drain on the resources of nature.
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Only Bible-believers ultimately offer the world 
a basis to make moral judgments. Those who reject 
the Bible have no basis for morality.

What about Individual Suffer-
ing?

In John 9 Jesus addressed the issue of personal suf-
fering. When His disciples assumed that a man’s blind-
ness was the result of the man’s sin, Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the 
works of God should be revealed in him” (John 9:3). 
Jesus did not consider the man’s suffering to be wasted 
or capricious, because God would be glorified in the 
man’s life.

The book of Job tells the history of a righteous 
man who pleased God but nevertheless suffered the 
loss of his wealth, his ten children, and his health. His 
friends were sure his sufferings represented judgment 
for some secret sins, but God denied this accusation. 
Many people have taken comfort simply in knowing 
that their personal tragedies did not necessarily repre-
sent personal judgments.

Jesus demonstrated that His love for us is not in-
compatible with personal suffering when Lazarus was 
sick and about to die. “When Jesus heard that, He said, 
‘This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of 
God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’ 
Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus” 
(John ��:4–5). 

Jesus clearly loved Lazarus and his grieving fam-
ily, but He was able to see a purpose to suffering that 
they could not see. Christ clearly revealed to them that 
He had power over death (by raising Lazarus from the 
dead), even prior to His crucifixion and resurrection.

Jesus commented on the purpose of tragedy after 
the tower of Siloam collapsed, killing eighteen people. 
“Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell 

and killed them, do you think that they were worse 
sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise 
perish” (Luke �3:4–5).

These examples show that it is not necessarily an 
individual’s sin that leads to suffering, but sin in gen-
eral already has. God may use suffering as a reminder 
that sin has consequences—and perhaps for other pur-
poses we do not fully investigate in this chapter. But 
the presence of suffering does not mean God does not 
love us. Quite the opposite—Christ came and suffered 
with us and took that punishment when He didn’t 
have to.

In times of suffering, Christians honor the Lord 
by trusting Him and knowing that He loves them and 
has a purpose for their lives. The presence of suffering 
in the world should remind us all that we are sinners 
in a sin-cursed world and also prompt us to tell others 
about the salvation available in Christ—after all, that 
would be the loving thing to do. We can tell people 
the truth of how they, too, can be saved from this sin-
cursed world and live eternally with a perfect and good 
God.

For our light affliction, which is but for 
a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory, while 
we do not look at the things which are seen, 
but at the things which are not seen. For 
the things which are seen are temporary, but 
the things which are not seen are eternal (2 
Corinthians 4:�7–�8).

(Taken from “Why Does God’s Creation Include 
Death & Suffering” by Tommy Mitchell, chapter 26, 
The New Answers Book, Master Books, 2006, pp. 325–
338.)
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Lesson 4  Optional Activity

Here’s the Challenge
You will need notebook paper, a pen or pencil, your Bible, a concordance, and access to www.answersingen-

esis.org.

�. Go online to www.answersingenesis.org and click on “Get Answers” on the menu bar. Scroll down the page 
to the “Article Topic Index.” Click on “Death and Suffering.” This link will take you to a list of articles. Click 
on the one entitled, “Two histories of death” and enlarge it to full-screen size for easy reading. Read this article 
in its entirety. 

2. Utilize your Bible to look up verse contexts and the concordance or a Bible dictionary as desired for clearer 
understanding.

3. You may also wish to read some of the other articles included in the “Death and Suffering” category.

4. Based on your reading assignment for this week, and what you read online, write a summary in your own 
words of what you would say to someone who asked you, “If God is so loving, why does He allow death and 
suffering?”

Revelation 2�:4

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes;  
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying.  
There shall be no more pain,  
for the former things have passed away.
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Original Greek of Key Words

Lesson 4
2 Corinthians 10:3-5

Flesh – sarx sarx; flesh (as stripped of the skin), i.e. (strictly) the meat of an animal (as food), or (by extension) the 
body (as opposed to the soul (or spirit), or as the symbol of what is external, or as the means of kindred), or 
(by implication) human nature (with its frailties (physically or morally) and passions), or (specially), a human 
being (as such):—carnal(-ly, + -ly minded), flesh(-ly)

War – strateuomai strat-yoo’-om-ahee; to serve in a military campaign; figuratively, to execute the apostolate (with 
its arduous duties and functions), to contend with carnal inclinations:—soldier, (go to) war(-fare)

Weapons – hoplon hop’-lon probably from a primary hepo (to be busy about); an implement or utensil or tool 
(literally or figuratively, especially, offensive for war):—armour, instrument, weapon

Warfare – strateia strat-i’-ah; military service, i.e. (figuratively) the apostolic career (as one of hardship and dan-
ger):—warfare

Carnal – sarkikos sar-kee-kos’; pertaining to flesh, i.e. (by extension) bodily, temporal, or (by implication) animal, 
unregenerate:—carnal, fleshly

Arguments  – logismos log-is-mos’; computation, i.e. (figuratively) reasoning (conscience, conceit):—imagination, 
thought

Thought – noema no’-ay-mah; a perception, i.e. purpose, or (by implication) the intellect, disposition, itself:—de-
vice, mind, thought

God  – theos theh’-os of uncertain affinity; a deity, the supreme Divinity; figuratively, a magistrate; by Hebraism, 
very:—exceeding, God, god(-ly, -ward)

Christ – Christos khris-tos’; anointed, i.e. the Messiah, an epithet of Jesus:—Christ

2 Timothy 2:15

Diligent – spoudazo spoo-dad’-zo; to use speed, i.e. to make effort, be prompt or earnest:—do (give) diligence, be 
diligent (forward), endeavour, labor, study

Approved – dokimos dok’-ee-mos; properly, acceptable (current after assayal), i.e. approved:—approved, tried

Worker – ergates er-gat’-ace; a toiler; figuratively, a teacher:—laborer, worker(-men)

Not ashamed – anepaischuntos an-ep-ah’-ee-skhoon-tos; not ashamed, i.e. irreprehensible:—that need not to be 
ashamed

Dividing – orthotomeo or-thot-om-eh’-o, to make a straight cut, i.e. (figuratively) to dissect (expound) correctly 
(the divine message):—rightly divide



Demolishing Strongholds Copyright © 2007 Answers in Genesis. Copy permission for student handouts granted.

Truth – aletheia al-ay’-thi-a; truth:—true, truly, truth, verity

Original Greek of Key Words

Lesson 5
Colossians 2:8

Cheat – sulagogeo soo-lag-ogue-eh’-o; to lead away as booty, i.e. (figuratively) seduce:—spoil

Philosophy – philosophia fil-os-of-ee’-ah; “philosophy,” i.e. (specially), Jewish sophistry:—Philosophy – love of 
knowledge; study of human morals, character, and behavior

Deceit – apate ap-at’-ay; delusion:—deceit(-ful, -fulness), deceivableness(-ving)

Tradition – paradosis par-ad’-os-is; transmission, i.e. (concretely) a precept;specially, the Jewish traditionary 
law:—ordinance, tradition

Principles – stoicheion stoy-khi’-on; something orderly in arrangement, i.e. (by implication) a serial (basal, funda-
mental, initial) constituent (literally), proposition (figuratively):—element, principle, rudiment

World – kosmos kos’-mos; orderly arrangement, i.e. decoration; by implication, the world (in a wide or narrow 
sense, including its inhabitants, literally or figuratively (morally)):—adorning, world

Lesson 6
1 Corinthians 8:1-2

Idols – eidolothuton i-do-loth’-oo-ton; an image-sacrifice, i.e. part of an idolatrous offering:—(meat, thing that is) 
offered (in sacrifice, sacrificed) to (unto) idols

Knowledge – gnosis gno’-sis; knowing (the act), i.e. (by implication) knowledge:—knowledge, science

Puffs up – phusioo foo-see-o’-o; to inflate, i.e. (figuratively) make proud (haughty):—puff up

Edifies – oikodomeo oy-kod-om-eh’-o; to be a house-builder, i.e. construct or (figuratively) confirm:—(be in) 
build(-er, -ing, up), edify, embolden

Knows – �. eido i’-do; a primary verb; used only in certain past tenses; properly, to see (literally or figuratively); 
by implication, (in the perfect tense only) to know:—be aware, behold, consider, (have) know(-ledge), look 
(on), perceive, see, be sure, tell, understand, wish. 2. ginosko ghin-oce’-ko; a prolonged form of a primary verb; 
to “know” (absolutely) in a great variety of applications and with many implications (as follow, with others 
not thus clearly expressed):—allow, be aware (of ), feel, (have) know(-ledge), perceived, be resolved, can speak, 
be sure, understand
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Original Greek of Key Words

Lesson 7
John 3:12

Tell – epo ep’-o; a primary verb (used only in the definite past tense); to speak or say (by word or writing)

Earthly things – epigeios ep-ig’-i-os; worldly (physically or morally):—earthly, in earth, terrestrial

Believe – pisteuo pist-yoo’-o; to have faith (in, upon, or with respect to, a person or thing), i.e. credit; by implica-
tion, to entrust (especially one’s spiritual well-being to Christ):—believe(-r), commit (to trust), put in trust 
with

Heavenly things – epouranios ep-oo-ran’-ee-os; above the sky:—celestial, (in) heaven(-ly), high

Acts 17:11

Fair-minded – eugenes yoog-en’-ace; well born, i.e. (literally) high in rank, or (figuratively) generous:—more 
noble, nobleman

Received – dechomai dekh’-om-ahee; middle voice of a primary verb; to receive (in various applications, literally 
or figuratively):—accept, receive, take

Readiness of mind – prothumia proth-oo-mee’-ah; predisposition, i.e. alacrity:—forwardness of mind, readiness 
(of mind), ready (willing) mind

Searched – anakrino an-ak-ree’-no; properly, to scrutinize, i.e. (by implication) investigate, interrogate, deter-
mine:—ask, question, discern, examine, judge, search

Scriptures – graphe graf-ay’; a document, i.e. holy Writ (or its contents or a statement in it):--scripture.

So – houto hoo’-to, or (before a vowel) houtos hoo’-toce adverb; in this way (referring to what precedes or fol-
lows):—after that, after (in) this manner, as, even (so), for all that, like(-wise), no more, on this fashion(-wise), 
so (in like manner), thus, what


