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Is a Roman Catholic truly a Christian or
should the combination of the words "Roman
Catholic Christian" be considered an oxymoron?

Webster defines an oxymoron as "a combina-
tion of contradictory words." So if we define
"Christian" as one who believes the Gospel and a
"Roman Catholic" as one who believes the offi-
cial teachings and traditions of Roman
Catholicism, we must conclude that a "Roman
Catholic Christian" is indeed an oxymoron. It is
utterly impossible to believe two opposing views
simultaneously. Biblical Christianity and Roman
Catholicism stand in opposition to one another
as seen by the following contrasts (paragraph
numbers, in parenthesis, are from the new
Catechism of the Catholic Church, San Francisco,
California: Ignatius Press, -1.994).

A Christian believes Scripture has authority
ovt'r tlre <'hurch. AIL Scriplurc is inspircd b.y Gotl
and is profitable for teachinS, Ior rcprooft for cor-
rectitrrt, -fitr training in rig;hl,eousness
(2 Timothy 3:16).

.A l {ornarr  ( 'a t l to l ic  is  Ia l rg l r t  i ts  church has
authority over Scripture. "The manner of
in tcr 'prc l i r rg Scr ipture is  r r l t i rnatc ly  sul l ject  to
the judgment of the Church which ex€rcises
thc r l i r r inc ly  tonIcrrcc l  conuniss ion at rc l  nr in '
istry of watching over and interpreting the
worc l  , f  ( iod"  (  I  l t l ) '
A Christian is horn again by the Wcrrd of God

an<i the Spirit of God. .For,y.'ou have been borrr
.tgtlin, not of saecl which is perishable but intper-
islt,tblt, that is, through tht, Iivittg and abitling
rvord oJ'Gorl; s<t is et,cr.ytnrc vrln is born of thc
Spirit ('1. Peter 1:23,3:8).

,A Rornarr Catl-rolic is borrr ag;rin by water. "'I'he
lvate r  o l  bapt isrn t r r r lv  s igrr i { ics our  b i r th  in to
the d iv iue t i f t "  (694) .

A Christian is eternally justified once throllgh
faith in Jesus Christ. But to the one who does
not work, but beliavcs irt llim who justifies the
ungodly, his faith is reckoned as righteowness
(Romans 4:5,  8:30) .

A Roman Catholic must be justified repeatedly
by works and sacraments llccause "mortal"
sins bring condenuration. "Thos€ who die in a
state of mortal sin descend into hell" (1035).
"The sacrament of p€nance offers a ner,rr possibil-
ity to convert and to rcc()vcr the grace ofjustif i-
catiotf'(7M6).

z\ Clrristian is savcrl by, 1;,,t.1'r unmerited grace. For
by grace you have been saved thrugh faith; and that
nol tf .toursdvcs, iI is lltc giJl oJ'(iotl; ttot as a resull
of works, thatnn one should boast (Ephesians 2t8-9).

z\ lkrnran ('alholic is .snvcd by merit ing tlrt:
Ir irc'cs rrcctlcd firr sulvatirnt. "\1\: t 'an mcrit l 'or'
otrrsclvcs arrd f 'r lr otlre rs Ilrc grlt ' ts rrccrlt:d
for,..the attainment of eternal tifd' (2010),

A Christian is saved for good works. For we are
Ilis nrtrkntanship creatcd in Christ ,lesus for good
work, which God prepared beforehand, that we
shoukl n,it lk in thcrn (Ephesians 2r10).
A Roman Catholic is saved by good works. A

treasury of prayers and good works makes it
possible for Catholics to attain their own salva-
tion and at the same time cooperate in savinp
their brothers ('147 7\.

A Christian believes salvation is in Jesus Christ.
In' Him we have redemptbn through His btood, the

/btgit'cncs,s of our trespasscs, acrorrlin.l; to thc rich-
es of His grace (Ephesians 1 :7).

,A Ronrarr ( 'atlrolic believes salvation is in the
Roman Cattotc Church. The Council teaches
that thr Clrurch, a pilgrirn now ()n calth, is ncc-
essary for salvation. Anyone refusing to enter it
or rcnrairr in it cannot be saved ([i4(r).

A Christian is ptrrified only by.the blood of
tresvs. The blood of Jesus purifies w lrom all sin
(1  . l ohn  1 :7 ) .

ARoman Catholic is purifiedby the ffrcs of
Purgatory. 'After dcath they unclergo purification
lin Purgatoryl, so irs to achieve the holiness neces-
sary to enter ttrejoy of heavcn" (1030).

A Christian believes the Lord's Supper is a
nrcrnorial of Christ's f inishcd work. /}; lhi.s irr
remembrance of Me (7 Corinthians 77t24-25\.

A Ronrarr Catlrolic bclicvcs tlrt '  I-ord's 5r"rplrer is a
sa<:ri l ' i<c ol ( 'hrist l lrat continucs tlrc r,vork of'
rcc lcnrp l ior t .  " . l l te  sacr i l i le  of ' ( ' l r r is l  unt l  t l rc  s i r t " .
rifice of the Eucharist are one single
sat : r i f icc. . . . t l rc  sarr rc  ( l l r r is t  who of ' {crer l  l l inrsr l l
once in a bloody manner on the altar of the
cross is  r r r r r { i r i r rc t l  i r r r r l  o l fcr r t l  i r r  . r r r  r rnbkxxlv
manner. . ..for the sins of the living and the dead"
l l : t ( : 7 . l t l l 4 \ .



A Christian receives Jesus permanently, spiri-
tually in the heart. God put blis spirit in our
hcarts as a guararTtee {2 Corinthians "l:22).

ARoman Catholic receives Jesus frequently,
physically in the stomach. The body and blood,
together with the soul and divinity of our lord
Jesus Christ...is truly, really, and substantialllz
contained" in the Eucharist ('1374-78).

,:\ Clrristian is a pricst and a saint. You are "a
royal priesthood," a people for God's own posses-
siort, that you fitil.t/ protlairrt lltc cxcallcncies of
Him that called you out of darkness in to His
ntarvelous hghf (1 Pctcr ):9, l iplrcsians ' l:1,

2 Corinthians 1:1).

.\ Ronran Catholic nceds ir pricst and is not a
saint unless canonized by the pope. "[n the for-
givencss of sins, both pricsts and s;rcrarnents
are instruments which our Lord Jesus Christ
. . .r ' r ' i l l .s fo usc to ef lacc otrr sirrs.rnt l  sive us thc
grace of justifi catlion" (9 87 ).

A Christian is condemned by the Roman
Catholic Church. The Councils of Tient and
Vatican II pronounced over 100 anathemas on
Christians who believe the Gospd of Jesus Chdst.
The anathemas are still in effect toda,v.

A Roman Catholic is condemned by God's
word. f{e n'ho rejects me and does not receive my
sa',tngs, has One who judges him; tlrc v,ord I
spoke is w,hat w,iII judge him on the last day
(John 72:481. If any man is preaching to you a
gospel contrary' to that whit'h .r,ttrt received let hirn
be accarsed (Galatians 1:9).

In conclusion, it is clear that a Christian, who
has believed God's Word. has the assurance of
eternal life:'A Roman Catholic, who has rejected
God's Word in favor of the teachings of men,
has only a false hope of being saved from God's
wrath. While there may be born-again
Christians who worship in the Roman Catholic
Church, by definition they are no longer Roman
Catholics. Eventually the Spirit of Thuth will
lead them out when they begin discerning truth
from error and true worship from idolatry.

It is our prayer that God may grant Roman
Catholics repentance, leading to the knowledge
of the truth, that they may come to their
senses and escape from the snare of the devil
(2 Timothy 2:25-26).
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