


‘p'ucs Ob jections

OBIJEC ON 3 JESUS FoLLOWERS MADE IT ALL Up

invented a plan to deceive the entire world into

| a charismatic l d Messiah, the fulfiliment of Scripture, and
was not God. ‘

SWER: mmummauwb&

Jesuscimmedwbeﬂ\eMmmh(lohn4 16-26) who came from heaven. (John
8:21-30) Jesus also claimed to be eternal (John 8:52-59). equal to God (John who wantedto fool the world. After
10:24-39), and the savior of the world who would die for the forgiveness of sin ‘ for their lives. However, once they
mmnddseﬁomﬂmdeadonﬂwmudday (Manhew2626-32) ‘ ﬂlauhveswemn'ansfomd‘..

great teacher, but not God.” C.S. m%u Hmazmtiamy,"lmtrying
here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish thing that people often say about
Him [Jesus]: ‘I'm ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don't aceept
His claim to be God." That is the one thing we must not say. A man who said the
sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a
lunatic—on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg—or else he would
be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, andik--‘-
Sonofﬁod,erelseamdmanorsomethmg'm"'

& aﬁcrencount;:nng the risen Lord (1 Corlmhmns 15:7), Jam became
' ler of the Jerusalem church and, according to Josephus, was stoned to
death because of his faith.*

® Saul of Tarsus w :

and assismd in the e;
appeared 1o Saul on
Saul, also known as Pau
Throughout his lifetime, Paul was
l preaching the good news of Jesus.

aﬁerthmedaysnseagain.(MmkSBl) eventually made up 13 books of the




Skeptics' Objections

OBIECTION 4: THE WITNESSES WERE UNRELIABLE

There were no impartial witnesses who could verify the physical resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

ANSWER: The reliability for the resurrection is supported by many
witnesses, and by the lack of evidence from the opposition.

Anyone wishing to make up a story in the first century would not use
women as their primary witnesses. All four gospels agree that the first
eyewitnesses 1o the proof of Jesus’ resurrection were women. On the surface,
this does not seem like a major proof for the resurrection. Some may argue
that these women, who were very close to Jesus, are not objective witnesses.

The significance of these eyewitnesses lies in understanding the role of
woman in first century Judea. During the time of Jesus, a woman's testimony
wis considered worthless. In fact. a woman was not allowed to serve as a
witness in court. If early believers wanted to fabricate the resurrection, they
would have come up with witnesses who were men who had political and
religious influence in their community, Instead, the writers reported the actual
witnesses who were women and also close friends of Jesus. Those who
recorded these events wanted to be accurate.

No one ever produced the body of Jesus. John Warwick Montgomery says,
“In 56 AD Paul wrote that over 500 people had seen the risen Jesus and that
most of them were still alive (1 ans 15:6). It passes the bounds of
' that the early Christian could have manufactured such a tale and
then preached it among those who might easily have refuted it simply by

‘ producing the body of

- Jesus.™The greatest

weapon against these early
evewitnesses would have
been to produce the body
‘of Jesus. That weapon was
never used, because it didn’t
exist. The silence of those
who opposed Christianity
while Jesus' followers
preached about the empty
tomb only confirmed the
fact that the tomb really was
empty and its vacancy could
not be explained otherwi

Skeptics' Objections

OBJECTION 5: THE PHYSICAL RESURRECTION OF JESUS
WAS NOT THAT IMPORTANT TO THE EARLY CHURCH

Christianity began as a moral and philosophical movement. The resurrection
of Jesus was a later mythological theory rather than an early historical reality.

ANSWER:  Sociological evidence suggests that the resurrection was a
historical event.

The drastic social change in faithful Jews is evidence of the resurrection.
For thousands of years, Jews endured persecution, oppression, and were
scattered over the face of the earth. Unlike every culture around them, the
Jewish people never lost their cultural and religious identity, Only a few years
after the crucifixion, more than 10,000 Jews embraced the teachings of Jesus
Christ and his followers. These early Jewish Christians continued to worship
on the Sabbath, but they began worshipping on Sundays as well to mark the
resurrection of Christ. As the church matured, they continued (o worship on
Sundays and referred to those days as “Little Easters.” One reasonable
explanation for the transformation of so many Jews is that they, or people
they knew, had seen Jesus Christ after he rose from the dead.

Early church practices celebrated the resurrection. Jesus® followers were
baptized when they first believed and then they would gather together to
celebrate the Lord’s Supper.

@ Baptism celebrates the resurrection. (Romans 6:4; Colossians 2:12) By
going under water, the believer remembers the death of Jesus, and by being
brought out of the water, the believer identifies with Jesus rising to new life.

® In the Lord’s Supper, believers eat bread and drink wine as a memorial to
the suffering and death of Christ, as Jesus requested before he died. The
Scriptures suggest that the Lord’s Supper is a time of joy. (Luke 24:30-35;
Hebrews 12:2) There is joy because believers recognize that with the
crucifixion there is death, but with the resurrection there is eternal life.

These two practices would not have been carried out if
not been a central component to the Christi




Skeptics Objections
OBJECTION 6: THE NEW TESTAMENT IS NOT RELIABLE

The New Testament is not historical and the information found in it is unreliable.
The Bible has been translated too many times to trust its authenticity.

ANSWER: Archaeology and history supports the Bible’s reliability.

Luke, the physician who wrote the Gospel of Luke, was proved to be an
accurate historian. Theologian Norman L. Geisler examined Luke’s references to
32 countries, 54 cities, and 9 islands. finding not one single mistake.” Renowned
archaeologist and historian Sir William Ramsay writes, “Luke’s historical
accuracy, supported by archaeological evidence, provides credibility to his
depiction of Jesus Christ and the accuracy of his writings. Luke is a historian of
the first rank: not merely are his statements of fact trustworthy, this author should
be placed along with the very greatest of historians. The book of Luke is
unsurpassed in respect of its trustworthiness.™ If Luke was so particular about the
minor details, he most likely would be just as particular about the important ones.

The Bible we have today is remarkably true to the original writings. Of the
thousands of copies made by hand before Ap 1500, more than 5,300 Greek
manuscripts from the New Testament alone still exist today. The text of the Bible
is better preserved than the writings of Plato and Aristotle. In addition, the
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls confirmed the reliability of the Old Testament.

OBJECTION 7: THE RESURRECTION IS NOT IMPORTANT
Why should it matter whether Jesus Christ rose from the dead?

ANSWER: If it is true, there are eternal consequences.

The physical resurrection of Jesus Christ is important only if it is true. If Jesus
did not rise from the grave, then the unbeliever is no worse or better off than
before. However, if Jesus did rise from the dead, then it is reasonable to believe
that everything Jesus claimed is true. If what Jesus claimed is true, then he died
for the sins of the world and one receives eternal life by believing in Jesus.

The apostle Paul told skeptics in Athens that God wants all people everywhere
to repent because he has set a day when he will judge the world by Jesus. He has
given proof of this by raising him from the dead. (Acts 17:16-33) Paul asserts that
Christ has indeed been raised from the dead. (1 Corinthians 15:20-22)









