
What is a Christingle?  

A Christingle is an orange decorated with a candle, red tape, dried fruit or sweets.  The orange 

represents the world and the candle symbolizes Christ, the light of the world.   

 

The Christingle tradition originated with the Moravian Church, a protestant denomination1, and it 

can be traced back to 1747 when a bishop handed candles wrapped in ribbon to children during 

Advent.   

 

Christingles are used in church services and school assemblies during Advent.  

  

Incidentally, Moravians notably originated the Easter sunrise service.2 
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