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Both the Old and New Testaments reveal God as Lord over history. e
Christians of all eras have believed that Jesus will return a second time,

but not all Christians have agreed that Revelation is all about the second

coming. Whether the visions in Revelation have been, are being, or have vet

to be fulfilled is a matter of debate, but the spirit of the last chapter calling '

on Jesus to come guickly is something all Christians can agree upon—
“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22:20)

Following is a comparison of four different approaches to the bookof
Mnoa‘.

Four Views How Revelation Is Viewad More About This View

Historicists view the avents in Revelation as

The book of Revelation symbolic descriptions of historical events

is prophecy abaut church throughout church history. (Some futurists
Historicist history from the time also understand the Seven Churches

of John to the end of [Revelation 1-3) in a histone manner, treating

the warld. each church as desariptive of a particular era

of church history.)

“Partial Preterism ” views most of Revaiation
as prophecy fulfilled In the first century Ao,
though final chapters of Revelation describe
The book of Revelation future events to oocur &t the end of time.

IS prophecy that was “Full Pretensts”™ contend that the retum of
fulfilied primarily in the Jusus described in Revelation 19 was spiritual
first century ap. and ocourred In an 70. Preterists are typlcally

amillennialsts or posimiflennialists, though
some histare premillennialists might fit in
this category.

In the huturist view, ail ar nearly all of ol
Revelation 18 yet to occur. Revelation is a N
Revelation s prophecy prophecy thit describes the end of lime and "_
Futurist primanly about the future the years leading immediately to the end.
end of the world. Dispensational premillennialists as well as

some historic premillennialists interpret
Revelation in this way.

This perspective seams to have originated

R g
ST 1.0 among ancient Alexandrian theologians, who

nontistorical and

Idealist frequently spiritualized and allegorized biblical
npreprophetic drama .
e X lexts, but this view also has contemporary |
about spiritual realities. followers
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Preterist View Historical View

Futurist View

Idealist View

A

/OMPARING

VIEWS ON RE

Revelation
1:1 *soon” o | Revelation | Revelation | Revelation
- »
Lo What 5 The Seven God on His The Seroll The Seals
(Compare, 226.7. Churches of Throne
12, 20) Asia Minor
The mphecy begins
with the seven o
actual churches God is about 1o
3 outling his rule The scroll is The seals are the
The prophecy in John's day and S
over history: the coming stages of church
began to be proceeds through :
fulfilled close history from there. the llq;t patt of history of the history, perhaps
16 the author's that history is church as God. | describing the
fifetime. revealed under reveals itand | church from the
the vislon of the | is Lord over it, | ate first century
sovetl seals. Al to the late
fourth cantury.
God's courtroom The seals
in the heavenly The scroll is describe the
Near, soon, and The prophecy beging | temple is the God's bill of Roman war with
quickly are taken | with the seven scerie. The Judge | divorce against | the Jews which
literaily. actual churches of | on his throne is | unfaithiul lead to the
Asta Minor. It then about to hold Israel. dastruction of
focuses on the land | court: Jerusalem (ap 70).
of Israel before
Ab 70,
The prophecy
] begins with the God gives John The scroll is The seals begin
I:‘E;’: ::::,?; (’;'H seven churches, avision from his | either the title | to describe the
the *last d;ays’ ot which were actual throne of the deed to the great tribulation,
o the quickness churches in John's events which earth or God's | with each opened
:Mth ich osdie day and may also are 10 take prophatic seal leading to a
will return symbaolize the types | place “after message in greater tragedy
' of churches present | these things.” Revelation. upon the carth,
in the last days.
God gives Jobn
The book begins with | the heavenly The scroll is The seals are
Christ is always the seven churches, | viewpointof the | God's last will | about recurring
at hand, near and | which symbolize important truths | and testament. | evils throughout
quick to save his | tendencies in the about his power | revealing his history and God's
people, church that can over all things salvation plan | authority over
LUl in every age., and his care for | for all time. thetm,
the chyrch,




Revelation Revelation Revelation Revelation
7:1-8 8:1-13 9:13-19 10:8-11
The 144,000 The Trumpets The Four Angels at the The Little Scroll
(see p, 12) Euphrates
The trumpets are the The little scroll is the Bible at the
The 144,000/ a | stages of church history, | 11 (o0 ;“'gg’,:a{ﬁ&ﬁﬁ“l}m time of the Reformation, It was
symbolic number pérhaps from about Turkish emtpire: The Turks sweel to those starved for God's
that represents the | A 400 until the fifteenth destroyed the l'ast of the Word, but bitter to those who
entire church. wentury {or 1o the Roman empire i o 1453 wanted to control its information
present). : © | and keep it from common people.

The 144,000 may

The trumpets are a

The four angels may
represent the four legions

The little soroll is the same

be the Jewish vision of the Roman war | of Roman soldiers stationed | divorce bill as in Revelation 5:1-4
Christians who with the Jews in the first | In Syria that Vespasian led | but now unsealed and empty
escaped the century av and extend against the Jews (around of contents, Indicating that the
destruction of the seals’ description In | a0 70). The colors judgments against |srael are
Jerusalem. further detail. mentioned are Roman NOW OCCUTTng.

military colors.

The four angels represent ;

The trumpets desuribe the armies of the Orient that The littio soroll repeesents the

The 144,000 are
Jewish Christians
in the last days.

the events of the
tribulation in the

will march against Isragl
In the jast days, They will
cross the Euphrates as a
signal of war.

divine pian for the end of the
ages, showing that the Word of
God Is both sweet and bitter to
God's prophats and messengers.

last days.
The 144 000 are The trumpets are about
the true spiritual the cyoles of human
Israel; the chireh 5in, consequences, and
on earth, God's salvation.

The four angels represent
the judgment of God thiat
comes on evil when there
IS no more restraint, which
is represented by the river
Euphrates.

The little scroll is the gaspel,
which must and will be preached
to all “peoples, nations, tongues,
and kings,”
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the scrofl in chapter 10, mirror
what happens in Ezeklel 40-47,
Both indicate the destruction of
the temple and the separation
of the faithful (symbolized by the
sanetuary) from the unfaithful
(symbolized by the caurt).

gave birth to Christ (the Child).

The Dragon, Satan, persecutad the
Messianic church, but she escaped
the destruction of Jerusalem by
heeding Jésus' words (Luke 21:20-
22) and fleeing to the desert hills
(the prepared place).

The measuring of the temple
refers 10 the nation of Israel and
the temple that will be rebulit in
the last days. Isragl has been
restored but still awaits the
rebuliding of her faith, This faith
will center on the new temple and
will eventually lead some Jews to
faith In Christ.

The womarn Is Israel (Sun, mpon
and stars, Genesis 37:9), The Child
Is Christ (rod of Iron, Psalm 2:9),
The Dragon Is Satan behind the
coming Antichrist. As the head of
the revived “Roman Empire.” the
Antichrist will attack Israel.

that the letiers in
1he name “Nero
Caesar” add

up o,

it is the number
of the futlre
Antichrist—
someons who will
be like Nero batk
from the dead.

Revelation Revelation Re:;!aﬁon g:";:ﬂ:g
11:1-2 12:13-17 18 -
666 The Son of Man
The Temple The Persecuted Woman (868 656, . 12) o
Sharp Sickle
The measuring of the temple, the | o F o
Hosa woman Is the true church It may be the
::s:{::fw-s ewv:?ugfnmtﬁ tJ:m utider persecution. The “third of number of the It 18 & vision of the
chutch, the doctrine of justification the stars™ may rafer Lo the division | word Lateinos end of the age when
by faith, and what constitutes of the Roman Empire under three | and so refers Christ will come and
trug membership In the church, | ETPEOrs In b 313, of it may tothe Latinor | gathes his own to
all of which were jssues at the | TETer 10 post-Reformation divisions | Roman Catholic | himself.
Reformation. in Eurape. pope/papacy.
The measuring of the temple .
and its rooms, like the eating of The woman is faithful Istaet that it 18 the number

It is & vision of the
coming of Christ to
gather and preserye
his church from the
judgment that was
to befall Jerusalem.

iLis 2 vision of the
coming harvest st
the end of the age
whien Christ will
separate the wicked
for judgment.

The measuring of the temple and
the leaving of the outer court
Indicates the division that has
always been present betweel
true bellevers and those who

-are Christians only in name, The
trampling.of the court signifies the
way the unbelieving world corrupits
the church, but this will anly be
for a-short while.

The woman s Israel as the ideal
symbol of all the faithful, The
Child is Christ and the Dragon is
Satan, the great persecutor of the
Chureh in every age. The stars
are the angeis that. fell with Satan
at his rebellion, The seven heads
andl crowns speak of Satan’s full
political power and authority, The
ten homs are military might.

i is the humber
of imperfection
and human avil
that feads 1o
idol warship.

It is a vision of the
last judgment and
the coming of
Chnst at the end
of the age.
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Revelation 'y

salvation from the
lastdays persecution
of the Antichrist and
resulting judgment of
God. Believers may
experience some
parsenution but

thay will not have to
endure God's wrath.

The bow| is the coming
judgment upon the revived
Roman Empire that will happen
in the last days.

e " Revelation Revelation R;;?:g:"
: 16:10-11 17: 112 4
The Song of The Fifth Bowl The Great Prostitute The l:all of B_abylon
Moses and of (see “Babylon,” p. 12)
the Lamb
- s , The destruction of
e baw is the Judgmart Y9N | The prostituta Is the corfust | Papal Rome (Babylon)
The song of final vorid A the Earian ‘Roman Cathalic Chiurch, will be complete and
salvation from the revoilionary forces stipped including faise “Protestant™ | utterly devastating,
slavery of the Roman the Vatican and took the Pope churches thiat have tome The cansequehces of
Catholic religious captive-in 1798, The Pope was out of her, Mer political and | preaching a false gospel,
and political power foroad in fles Rome again in | religious infivence is carred | persecuting true believers
known as 1848. This event was actually by the beastly Roman papacy | and dabbling in power
the papacy. edicled Using 1260 days as and Western European palitics will bring her to
ez 126), culture. this end. Marly will mourn
e <k her loss but it will be final.
The bow! is the judgment The prostitute |s Jerusalem.
123:335 f(::Jm - that fell upon Rome in ap 69. Har political and false Iehfuglsc:mnfgggy?;m is
DTy Cver tha In that single year, Nero religious influence (s carned sutidin. and comtlete
5 odyl religious and commitied suicide, three by the Roman Empire: Thamisary sod l‘l’)te ‘
"ﬁ" cayl Utlan | EMperors were deposed, (Beast). The seven heads aconiia fﬂsas( St
, ﬁa‘ Chrigatas:: civil war set Roman against are Rome and the first seven neaity indeseribable and a
ot n lorael Roman, and the Temple of emperors, Nero (the sixth of sourge Ch ot ol
atid the Roman Jupiter Capitoline was bumed | the emperors) ruling at that this d “52 e lzphaé
o to the ground, causing time. The ten horns are the never?)yéen rebuilr:_
: darkness during the day, ten imperial provinces.
The song of The prostitute Is the symbol

of a false religious system,
a new world religious order,
The religlous toalition will
have political influence tied
to the power of the Beast
(Antichnst) who is the head
of the alliance (ten horns) of
ten nations in Europs in the
last days.

The destruction of the
coming world religious,
political and 25onomic
system-—under the control
of the Antichrist and the
False Prophet—will be

a crash of unparalleled
dimension,

The song of
salvation that all
the redesmed have
Sung throughout
history and will sing
anew when Christ
cames agaln.

The bowl shows what will
happen and does happen

to those who steadfastly
oppose God. The judgments of
darkness and sores recall the
plagues of Egypt.

The prostitute is all false
and corrupt religlon that

has allied itsalf with palitical
power in order to dominate,
God warns that such refigion
shall come to an awiul end
when true faith triumphs.

The destruction of Babylon
reveals that Gpd's
judgment is complete

and final. Whether it is
Nineveh, Babylon, Rome
or any other economic
power that opposes God,
it Is destined to fail.



Revelation s Revelation St
19:1-10 S 21:1-27 2
The Marriage of the The {Wllenmum The New Creation Th: :alx;ianonf
Lamb and His Bride {508;: X085 GL e andHORINE.O
Millennium,” p, 13) the Nations
Thes ertire removal of fafse The new creation will
refigion rapresented by Rome/ rome with Christ at
Babylon will leave the faithful his sacond coming,
to accomplish the purpose The millednium |s viewed as | vot thers is a real It Is happening now
for which Christ came—the Christ's prasent, spiritual sense Inwhich ithas | and will finally be
evangelization of the rest reign in the lives of his already arrived in completed when
of the world. All people will peapie (amillennialism). the heliever's heart. Christ retums.
'he invited to come into Christians five naw as
‘relationship (the martiage citizens of the New
feast with God). Jerusatem,
[n partial preterism, the The new creation is
: millennium may be Christ's now and future. Since
;gzﬂnghmgﬁs"sugﬁe"me literal roign on earth the destruction of It will continue as
bnagh OE MBI ARG tmgdivo(co {premillennialism) or & spiritusl | the old Jerusalem, the gospel grows
billaig:cha o 58";8 I resgn (postmillennialism Chnstians are bullding | and spreads
of the P ot W om:f”'y and amiliennialism). In full the New Jerusalem throughout the world.
ant mm“ ute. The book preterism, the millennium here and now, Jesus will finalize
build toﬁ ¥ e mare refars to Christ's spiritual wherever the gospel and renew all things
1:3515 - C:r,»st Wmtﬁ's ;ﬁ"er o | etum and reign, beginning is belleved, as well when he comes.
< VIS | in the first century as expecting it in full
tamiliennialism), when Chirist returns.

The entire church {s the bride
of Christ whose mafringe Is
announced and celebrated.
This scene refers to evants
near the end of the world
and history.

The millennium Is the future,
physical reign of Jesus Christ
on earth (premillefnialism),

The entire sweep of sacred
histary may be seen through
the lens of the ancient
Jewish wedding tradition.
\The prophets announced the
\wedding. Jesus comes and
‘betraths his bride {church),
‘paying the dowry on the
\cross. Whien Jesus comes
‘again, he will offer his bride
'a wedding feast.

The new creation will
coma when Christ
comes agaln and
ushers in the age

{0 come.

It wilt continue until
the great tribulation
wheri the Antichirist
will temporarily
prevall. Christ in his
second coming-will
triumph and usher
in the fina! salvation
and healing of all
the faithful,

The millennium is viewed as
Christ’s present, spirtual
reign in the lives of his
people (amillennialism),

The new creation

is something God
continuglly does with
each new day. Yet
thers will come a
day when Christ will
persanally return and
make all things new.

It is what God has
always been doing in
the world—seeking
and saving the lost.
Christ will bring all
things right when

he retums.
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Seven \',;~\I\;:;_.:.“§'. to Churches

elation 1:1-3:22)

INTRODUCTION (1:1-8)
Blessing 1
Vistion of Christ
MESSAGES TO THE CHURCHES
1. EpHESUS
Praise: Hard work, perseverance
Criticism: Forgot first love
Exhortation: Repent J
Reward: Right to eat fram the tree of life g

2. SMYRNA iy ]
Praise: You are rich! |
Criticism: None 2 1
Exhortation: Be faithiul N
Reward: Not hurt by second death

i

3. PERGAMUM
Praise: Remain faithful
Criticism: Idolatry and sexual immorality
Exhortation: Repent
Reward: A white stone with a new name

SEA OF MARMARA

(=3
> <

4. THYATIRA ’
Praise: Deeds, love and faith, and perseverance ‘,
Criticism: Idolatry and sexual immorality m -

Exhortation: “Hold on to what you have until | come”

20 ASIA MINOR

Reward: The morning star b by

5. SARDIS
Praise: None
Criticism: “You are dead” Pergamum
Exhortation: Wake up 0 Feamiboten
Reward: Be dressed in white, never blotted out > Thyatira i
from the book of life 4 e

| M Sardis
Smyma el
Rt enat b
P A

i Pt ! Sy i S e

6. PHILADELPHIA
Praise: Deeds and faithfulness
Criticism: None
Exhortation: Hold on to what you have
Reward: Become a pillar of the temple 0 , ol

7. LAODICEA
Praise: None | ' i i L
Criticism: You are lukewarm
Exhortation: Be earnest and repent ‘b —~
Reward: Will be seated with Chirist
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5. Fifth Seal: Martyrs under the altar
-~ 6, Sixth Seal: Earthquake, sun black

% 1. First Seal: White Horse

3 3. Third Seal: Black Horse — Famine
~ 4. Fourth Seal: Pale Horse — Pestilence

Interlude:

Vision of Heaven (4:1-11)

Scroll with Seven Seals and the Lamb
(5:1-14)

Opening of Seals (6:1-8:3)
Congueror

2. Second Seal: Red Horse—No peace

BLACK SEA

Interlude:

144,000 sealed (7:1-8)
The Great Multitude
(7:9-17)

7. The Seventh Seal:
[t contains seven angels with
trumpets (8:1-2)
The angel with golden censer
(8:3-3)

-

Seven Trumpets

velation 8:2-11:19)

1. First Trumpet - Hail, fire, blood

2. Second Trumpet—Fiery mountain
in sea, 1/3 of sea becomes blond

3. Third Trumpet—star fallson 1/3
of rivers

4. Fourth Trumpet—1/3 of Sun,
1/3 Moon, 1/3 Stars

Interlude: Woe! Woe! Woe! (8:13)

5. Fifth Trumpet— Demon locust

from the Abyss
6. Sixth Trumpet- Two-hundred-
milhon demonic nders from the

Euphrates

Interlude (10:1-11:14)
The Little Seroll: Promise for
the church

7. Seventh Trumpet-—""T'he kingdom
of the warld has become the kingdom

of our Lord..." (11:15)



SevenSvmbolic Histories

(Revelation 12:1-14:20)

The Woman and the Dragon
SymBoric HisTorIES

1. HisTORY OF THE DRAGON
(12:7-12)
Defeated
The “ancient serpent”

t

. HisToRry oF THE WOMAN
(12:13-17)
Persecuted by the dragon
Defended by God

. The Sea Beast (13:1-10)
Ten horns and seven heads
Blasphemer
Has power to make war

4. Tue Earr Beast (13:11-18)
Two horns
[Deceiver
666— The number of the beast

. THE 144,000 (14:1-5)

Marked with God's name
Worshippers

w

o

6. THE ANGELIC ANNOUNCERS
(14:6-11)
First angel: “Fear God"
Second angel: “Fallen! Fallen is
Babylon the Gireat"
Third angel: Warning against
the mark of the beast

7. Tue Harvest (14:14-20)

10

Seven Bowls

Commissioning of the Seven
Angels with the Last Seven
Plagues (15:1-8)

The Seven Bowls

1. First Bowl - Painful sores

2. Second Bowl
blood

3. Third Bowl - Tums rivers and
springs of water into blood

Turns sea into

4. Fourth Bowl—-Sun burns people
with fire

5. Fifth Bowl—Plunges kingdom of
the beast into darkness

6. Sixth Bowl—ries up the
Euphrates; Armageddon

7. Seventh Bowl Judgment against
Babylon. “It is done!"



Seven Messages of Judgment

wvelation 17:1-19:10)

Seven Visions

H‘f tion 19:11

k
o
IE:

Judgment against Babylon

:

Description of symbaolic characters Lo 5
-t
1. First angelic message (17:7-18) N

Explanation of the vision

u.""r ]

2. Second angelic message (158:1-3)
Announcement of the fall

of Babylon 1. First Vision (19:11-16)
3. Third angelic message (18:4-8) Heaven opens and the white horse
Call to God's people; God's rider appears
judgment on Babylon 2, Second Vision (19:17-18) :
Angel invites birds to “the great N

4. The kings of the earth (18:9-10)

e - . > (:‘ "
Lament for the fall of Babylon supper of God

3. Third Vision (19:19-21)
The beast and kings ready for war

4. Fourth Vision (20:1-3) ‘
The thousand years (millennium)

5. Fifth Vision (20:4-10)
Thrones with judges and

u ﬁ'n |||. o

5. The merchants of the earth (18:11-17)
Lament for the fall of Babylon

6. The seafaring people (18:18-19)
Lament for the fall of Babylon
Rejoice for God'’s judgment (18:20)

7. Seventh angelic message (18:21-24) Satan’s doom
.‘\nnnuncemc!\t of the final 6. Sixth Vision (20:11-15)
dcstr“cti()“ al ”&lhylm’l Judgmcn‘ ()f‘hc dt‘ﬂd

7. Seventh Vision (21:1-22:5)
A vision of “a new heaven and

by
-y

-EE‘ E- "
= | N a new earth.
A
~  Epilogue (22:6-21)
n 2 ?‘é} =5 r:' : - :
:;)53‘ -~ Jesus is coming back: "Amen. Come,

' Lord Jesus."
= ::1"11- =









