God's Purposes in Suffering
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B .-.:hmughout the misery, God was there thhjoseph .A \

Jouph's story gives hope on four levels:
,‘: 1. Personal: God has a purpose in our suffering. God grew Joseph from
" immaturity to strength and mercy.
. 2. Family: God used bad circumstances to save Joseph's family and
change attitudes.
3. Nationally: God used Joseph's misfortunes to save many lives and set up the rest
of the biblical story that leads to the saving of the world through Christ.

4. Beyond: God used this event to bring blessing ro the world long past biblical
days. We, too, are part of God's larger plan that calls for patience and trust
during times of suffering, and will have results on this and the

next generation.

Life of Joseph




K BEGINNING OF THE PROMISE (ResiGen 12:13)

This story begins long before Joseph's birth. It begins with his great-grandfather,
Abraham, a nomadic sheep and goat herder who lived in the dry, ho region of the
Middle East known then as Canaan and today as Israel.

Although Joseph is the main character, the story is really about God's promise to
Abraham’s descendants.
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God appeared to Abrabam and made two promises:
« I will make you a great nation.

« All the nations of the earth will be blessed by you. (Gen. 12:1-2)
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God's promise to Abraham changed the direction of humanity. Human disobedience
and rebellion turned God's creation upside down. Instead of being a good and blessed

creation, human rebellion resulted in a cursed creation and a cursed history
(see Gen. 1-3).

God promised Abraham to start a
new history of blessing with him and
his family.

God's promise lies with a family; it is
not an ideal family—it resembles many
families today, with struggles, deep
problems, sadness, and grief.

Question: God gave Abrabam some specific
promises. What are some promises in

the Bible that God gives to everyone who
believes in him?



The Bible describes a
similar robe in only one
other place, 2 Sam. 13:18.
There Tamar, King David's
daughter, wears a similar
robe and we read, “for this
was the kind of garment
the virgin daughters of the
king wore” (2 Sam. 13:18).

The expression “bad
report” is also used in
Ps. 31:13, Jer. 20:10, and
Ezek. 36:3, where itis

used for the whispering of
hostile people.




The Wages of Deceit

Jacobs relationship with his sons
o refleces a lifetime of deceit. Jacob
deceived Isaac, his father, for his
blessing—chearing his brother
Esau out of a blessing thar was
rightfully Esau’s. Jacob fled his
brother’s anger and traveled o
1 Haran to live with his uncle Laban
(Gen. 27). There, Jacob fell in love
| with Laban’s youngest daughter,
Rachel. However, Laban tricked
Jacob into working seven years
for his daughter, but he gave his
oldest daughter, Leah, to Jacob
in marriage. Jacob had to work
another seven years for Rachel.

Jacobs love for Rachel was always
greater than his love for Leah.
However, God granted Leah many
sons from Jacob, whereas Rachel
was not able to give birch. Rachel
finally bore a son to Jacob, Joseph
= (Gen. 29:31-30:24). Jacob's love
for Joseph became an extension of
his love for Rachel.
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Bl DECEIVING THE DECEIVER

(Read Gen. 37:12-36)

The strained relationships among family
members anticipate a potentially tragic ending.
Jacob sends Joseph to check on his brothers
who are herding sheep far away—an unwise
decision considering the previous“bad report”
from Joseph and the already weak relationships
among his children. Joseph's brothers find a
perfect opportunity to be rid of their youngest
brother. The brothers throw Joseph in a pit
and want to kill him. Reuben hopes to rescue
Joseph, but Judah, one of two eldest brothers,
argues that it is better to make some money
from the deal. Instead of killing him, they sell
Joseph to a trading caravan going to Egypt.
Joseph, although alive, ends up as a slave in
Egypr. Jacob is cruelly deceived by his sons, who
return with a bloodied coat/robe and a terrible
lie: Joseph is dead.

Question: Perhaps Joseph's brothers felt they
had gotten away with a clever deception. But the
Bible tells us that God is the Lorb of Justice.
Can you think of another story from the Bible
that illustrates God's eventual triumph over
wicked actions?

The Promise in Danger

Can God'’s promise to Abraham (or any other promise) ever be in danger?

Absolutely not. God is always faithful to his promises. However, in times of

trouble, it is difficult to remember this truth and easy to assume the worst.

No, the promise is not in danger; though Joseph might find it difficult to

believe while being dragged away from his family and into slavery. As

readers, we can do nothing but weep along with Jacob: weep for Jacob’s

pain, for Josephs fate, and for the brothers’ hardness.




— Married Rachel =
.. Bilhah (Rachel’s ¢ SN
Handmaiden)

5-DAN (a judge
~ of his people)

6-NAPHTALI
(a deer let loose,
independent)
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