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Calvinism and Arminianism



FREE WILL OR PREDESTINATION?

The expression “being saved” points to the beginning of a wonderful relationship with God.
These words mean much to Christians because they encompass much: A new relationship
with God and other people, the renewal of our hearts and minds, the growth of faith and
obedience in our lives, and much more. How does this salvation happen? More importantly,
once we are saved, can we lose our salvation? Is sharing the good news of the gospel even
necessary? Do we have to do anything to be saved?

Before secing two ways to answer these questions, let’s focus on the points with which all
Christians agree. Regarding God's merciful work of salvation, Christians agree that:

1. Because of sin, all humans need God's grace,

2. Salvation from sin and condemnation is an act of God.

3. Salvation is accomplished only by grace through faith in Christ.

4. Works, good works or works of the Law, cannot lead one to salvation.

However, Christians do not agree on how God's sovereignty and human freedom (free
will) relate to each other in connection to salvation. Two views answer these questions
quite differently: from a Calvinistic (predestination) or an Arminian view (free will).
Although the answers available are nor simple, they are important for our understanding
of God'’s mission in the world and our responsibility as believers.

SIDE-BY-SIDE COMPARISON

This pamphlet will define and explain the terms in the following rable.

See: Arminianism Calvinism ' '4

p.4-5

| Totat depravity, also called *radical
depravity” or “total inability”
p.6~7 | Conditional election Unconditional election, also called

“sovereign election”

p.9-10 | Universal mdempﬂm (alsocalled | Limited atonement, also called
general atonement) "patdmdu;purposcfnl,mdcﬁnite

r - ‘ .....

p:10-11 | Grace can be resisted Irvesistible grace, also called
“efficacious or effectual grace”

p.12-13 cof falling from grace

erseverance of the saints, also called
pmscmmonafthemorbaﬁm




PREDESTINATION IN HISTORY

ine (354-430)

| Hemme Bishop of Hippo (a city in Northern Africa,
pm;-dayﬂnm Algeria). An influential Christian
ﬂﬁtlker.mrwotks mnﬁmte to be studied. In his book
fons, stine concluded, among many other
tha.tcvcry area of the human nature was corrupted
btlw effeces of sin.

Martin Luther (1483-1546)
Asa German priest and professor of theology, his objections
to church doctrine and pmcﬂce initiated the Reformation. In
mﬁdna'agu the Will, Luther debated the great philasopher
Erasmus of Luther argued that original sin—
Adam and Eve’s sin in Eden—had so corrupted human
'mnue,thmaowuwded.we are unible to do any good.
ness we may huve comes from God's grace.

.Jolm Calvm (1509-1564)

As a Reformer, Calvin had a profound influence on Protestant
theology. Calvin believed that all the glory of salvation
belonged to God. Calvin brought God's sovereignty and
mercy together in the historical doctrine of predestination:

} Aﬁqthpfnl!,huumutystood condemned bcfom God.
In hzamctc)sGod ta save many people from this
o ition; in his sovercignty, God chose and called those
ho would be saved. Humans, being unable to reach out to
: Gﬂd,muwd God's salvation without deserving it. That this
election : o ing tv God's will is proof of God's
mmaigmy;metcy love. Calvin's views are well presented
in his debate with the Dutch theologian Albert Pighius and
in his book e Banduage and Liberation of the Will.

&ﬁ I. | .-'. b ﬁ .
These are dmtdm that follow Calvinistic teachings. They
originated in countrics like the Netherlands, Swutzcrlnnd
France, and Germany: The Presbyterian churches, also
Calvinistic, originated in the United Kingdom.

Synod of Dort (1618-1619)
Almost ten years after the death of Arminius (see next page),

MWMW&WNMM& called a Synod
, (Mmﬁly)’.hl the town of Dordrechr. This synod responded
locumient named “The Remonstrance of 1610,
i duu les drafted. The Canons of Dort, a
wgﬁslwﬁldoannmfur Reformed churches, outlines their
view on God's sovereignty, election, grace, and salvition.

"""" Augustine’s

Clonfeisions

(397=398)

. - >
** Augustines

reply 1o Pelagios
(412-415)

* Moartin Lurher’s

1%z Bonedage of the
Will (1525}

*+ John Calvin's

The Bonduge and
Liberation af the
Wil {1543)

Svnod of Dart

....... {1618-1619)




FREE WILL IN HISTORY

e : 2 irgu:d thnt sin had no effects on human nature.
SHGHEE FEEpONS Masser In!;km humans retained their ability to choose
o Higustne on good and evil. Since humans could choose
A= - 1gcwd ll’t.'.hgus that humans could act in a wity
| they can olmun God's grace. This grace would lead
thun to salvation and holmeas “The church agreed with
wgustine and declared Pelugius's teaching heretical.

Em.nmu of Rotterdam
(3.466—,1536) He was a Dutch scholar, known for his
hmnmbtmd thealogical works. Although an early

= pathizer of Luther’s ideas, Erasmus objected to
Dmher’uim about human free will. He presents his
views in his book, The Freedom of the Will.

Albert Pighius

{1490-1542). He was a Dutch Catholic theologian,
mathematician, and astronomer. Among his works,
Pighius argued aguinst the Reformation. In his Ten Books
on Human Free Choice and Divine Grace, Pighius argued
that -original sin did not corrupt human nature.

: Amnmu (1 560-1609)

i with Calvin and the other Reformers
thltGﬂd’k gmue is essential for the beginning, the
| on, and consummation of faith. He agreed that
Eoaends The o ss hlnmanm:ewasso tuinted that it is impossible for
Besdoiiioftbe. 15 people to seek God on their own. However, Arminius
Wil 1524y i comﬂgnd that Christ’s death conveys grace to all
SNN=ES :  peopk ',Il'ﬁsgmce which John Wesley later called
prev - grace,” enables people to choose or reject
: Go&o&r of salvation. Arminius rejected Pelagius's
views, in favor of the position that, aithough God's
: I ent grace allows people 1o exercise their free will,
th 1 r;’g]'*i”'*’i = wimans cannot do such choosing without God's grace.
den Booksom 5 3= '
Haman Free . 5 3
Choieand ¢ & - %&m was um:d for Arminus’s students who drafted
Divine Grace 3 3 g protest against the Reformed church's
(1542) % 3 mchb\yabwtelecuan, predestination, and God's grace.
: M,\Vﬁtmg beumm the basis for Arminian theology

Remonstrants




ssue 1:  FREE WILL AND TOTAL INABILITY

What are the effects of sin in bumanity? How does buman sin relate to buman free will? Can
bumans choose to move closer to God on their own?

Points of Agreement

Christians agree that the effect of sin on the human nature is fatal and reaches every area
of our nature. Arminians and Calvinists agree on the total inability or depravity of
humanity. In other words, total inability means that without the prior intervention of
God's grace, humans cannot come to him on their own, Total depravity does not mean
that humans are as sinful or evil as they can be. It means that the entirety of the human
being is tainted, in one way or another, by sin. DEPRAVITY

Biblical Passages Human sin affects every

W Asit is written: “There is no one righteous, not even area of humanity in every
one; there is no one who understands; there is no one person. If means that

who seeks God. All have turned away, they bave people continue fomoke
together become worthless; there is no one who does choices, but every choice
good, not even one” (Rom. 3:10-12). is t«':nipted by the effects

o sin.

B As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and

sins (Eph 2:1).

Although the effects of sin are devastating, God did not leave humans in that
helpless state. God extended his grace to all humans to enable them to come to
him. This measure of grace, called “prevenient grace,” allows human free will to
accept God's call. However, the will is also free to reject this call. Faith, then, as a
gift of God, grants the power to believe. However, people must choose to exercise
this faith in the act of belief. Until this faith is exercised, the Holy Spirit does not
make a new heart. Faith, then, precedes the new birth.
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Before God’s graceful intervention, humans are unable to believe. Once God's
grace, “prevenient grace,” arrives, people are enabled to believe or to reject. Humans
are held accountable based on their free choice of accepting or rejecting God’s call.

Arm

Some Arminians believe that the effects of sin, although damaging to the extreme,
were not fatal. Human nature retained a faint pulse and remained alive. Most
Arminians today do not hold this view.

Biblical Passages

& And I when Iam lifted up fram the earth, will draw all people to myself
(John 12:32).

& The Lord is not slone in keeping bis promiise, as some understand slovmess. Instead be i
patient with veu, not r'.-xw.':'ng anyene re /.-rris./v. Dt everyony to come o repentance
(2 Peter 3:9).

& This s pood, and pleases God our Suvior, who wanis all peaple te v savid and fo come
to a Enowledge of the truth (1 Tim. 2:3-4)

A



Adam’s fall into sin left humanity spiritually dead. Human free will, the ability

1o move toward God, is broken. People are blind and deaf to God. Without

God’s direct intervention, no person is able to come to God. Although death is

the deserved payment for sin, God's geace and love intervenes. When the Holy

Spirit makes the sinner alive, he also gives that person a new nature. The Holy

Spirit replaces the heart of stone with a heart of flesh, The new birth—also called

regeneration—precedes faith.

Biblical Passages

R Noone can come ta me unless the Father who sent me dravws them, and I will raise
them up at the last day ( John 6:44).

X But because of his great love for uy, God, <wby is vich in mercy, made us alive with
Christ even wiben we were dead in transgressions (Eph 2:4-5).

Questions and Other Issues

# A possible danger for Arminians is forgetting that salvation is God's unmerited
gift to humanity.

4+ A possible danger for Calvinists is to highlight God’s sovereignty to such an
extreme that they reduce human free will. The primary danger is to make God
the author of evil and remove all responsibility for sin from humanity.

L chardlm@'wba:mbahm wbatdmumeanﬁfyowﬁubaudlyim&nmw

Calvinism




ssue 2. ELECTION

Points of agreement

The Bible is clear that God elects—God chose Israel £ on

he Bible is clear that God elects—God chose Israel from .

all the nations of the earth (Deut. 7:6-8), for example. The Choice—Gx S.chcice

New Test t often talks about God choosi I QL SCIVS REORIS 5 FO1

ew Testament often talks ab sod choosing people. bemodiancontilioned on

How does God c!ect pf:o‘plc.* How does this election who they are or anything

relate to human free will? fhey have done or will do.

Biblical Passages God. as King. chooses
freely to save people

B For you are a peaple holy to the Lorn your God. in Chist.

The Lorp your God bas chosen you oul qf'm’/ the
peaples on the face of the carth to be bis peaple, bis
treasured possession. The LoRrD did not set his affection on you and choose you because
you were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peaples. But
it toas becanse the Lorp loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he
brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from
the potwer of Pharaoh king of Egypt (Deut, 7:6-8).

B God chose you as firstfruits to be saved through the sanctifying work of the Spirit and
through belicf in the truth (2 Thess. 2:13).

Arminians argue that God’s election respects human free will because it is based
on his fereknowledge. Because God knows how all choices will turn out, God
foresees who will choose to follow his calling and who will reject it. Based on this
toreknowledge, God elects those who will believe. For Arminius, as for Wesley,
everyone wha believes is elect.

ianism

Some Arminian scholars propose to use the concept of corporate election. Whenever
the Bible refers to election, they argue, it means that God is electing a group of
people (Ismel in the Old Testament and the Church in the New Testament) rather
than individuals. Based on this concept, they argue that God did predestine the
church to be an elected people. However, Christians individually must still exercise
their faith to become part of this elected group, just as God predestined Israel, even
if individually they might rebel.
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Biblical Passages
B T God's elect, oxiles scattered throughout the provinees of Pontus, Galatia,
Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia, who bave been chasen according to the foreknosuledge
of God the Father, through the sanctifying work of the Spirst, to be obedient to Jesus
Christ and sprinkled with bis blood (1 Peter 1:1-2)

X For those God foreknew be also predestined to be conformed o the image of bis Son,
that be might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters (Rom. 8:29).

Continued on page 8
b



| MPORTANT WORDS

Arminian Points—\When Arminius’s supporters
confronted Reformed theologians in the
Netherlands, they wrote five articles. These articles
expressed their views on salvation. Because of their
remonstrance—a forceful protest—they became
known as the Remonstrants, and their document as
the Five Articles of Remonstrance.

Prevenient grace—For Arminians, it refers to
the grace of God that precedes human decision
to come to God or reject him. Extended to all
humanity, prevenient grace enables people to
respond positively or negatively to God’s call,

Regeneration—It is the new birth that believers
experience (2 Cor, 5:17). For Calvinists,
regeneration occurs simultaneously with the gift of
faith from God. For Arminians, regeneration occurs
only after people have exercised faith and come

to Christ.

Remonstrance—The word refers to a forceful
protest. The Remonstrance of 1610 refers to the
forceful protest that Arminius's disciples expressed
to Calvinist teaching in the Netherlands.

Saints—Those who believe in Jesus, God will
cause his chosen ones to persevere in and through
all the things that life throws at them until they come
into the full and eternal life God has for them.

Synod—From the Greek word synodos. it means
“assembly” or “meeting.” A synod is a meeting of
church representatives. In Episcopalian churches,
it is used for the meeting of Bishops of the church.
In Reformed and Presbyterian churches, it is used
for the meeting of church representatives, often
pastors, elders, and other lay leaders.

TULIP—TULIP is the acrostic that has become
traditionally associated with Reformed theology. It
is important to note that TULIP is a late (perhaps
around the end of the 1800s) device to help people
remember the five points of doctrine derived from
the Synod of Dordt documents—the Canons of
Dordt. As with many acrostics, the fitting sentences
that form the acrostic do not always express
correctly or completely the idea behind it. TULIP,
although a helpful memory device, on its own is an
inadequate summary of Reformed doctrine.




Continued from page 6
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Biblical Passages

8 FPor he chose us in bim before the
creation of the world to be boly
and blamelesy 1n bis sight. In love
he predestined us for adoption to
sonship through Jesus Christ, in
accordance with bis pleasure and
will—to the praise of bis glorious
grace, which be bas frecly given us
in the One be loves (Eph. 1:4-6).

B You did nat choase me. but I dhose
you and appointed you so that
you might go and bear fruit—
[fruit that will last—and so that
whatever you ask in my name
the Father will give you ( John
15:16).

N He hus saved us and called ws to a

holy life—not because of anything

we have done but because of bis
o purpose and grrace. This grace
was given us tn Christ Jesus
defore the beginning of time

(2 Tim. 1:9).

Questions and Other Issues

4+ A possible temptation for
Arminians might be to
imagine that people who

Calvinists believe that God, in his mercy, chose to extend his grace to many to save
them from condemnation. Because of sin, humans are alreudy justly condemned.
Calvinists believe that God’s choice resides entirely in his good pleasure. In deciding
to choose people for salvation, God chose to pass others by, leaving them in their
already lost condition. Through the ministry of the Holy Spirit, God calls and
transforms those whom he previously chose. The label *unconditional election”
refers to the free exercise of God's sovercignty. Based on the apostle Paul—"1 will
have mercy on whom | hiave mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have
compassion” (Rom. 9:15)—Calvinist scholars argue that God’s choice of people is
not conditional to any action or characteristic of each person. Rather, God chooses
based on his good pleasure and for the glory of his name.

WMVIEWS-
Two extreme views. on 3 sides,

cause comparable probm One extreme
emphasizes God's sovereignty fo such an
exfent that it denies the impartance or even
the existence of human responsibiity, The
ofher exireme emphasizes humon choice
to such an extent that it diminishes God's:

sovereignty. The resull is a god that hardly
resembles the God of the Bible.

1. The fist extreme s often called "hyper-
‘Calvinism." People holding this view
may deny the importance of sharing the
gospel because. they reason, the elect
mn comne to Gad inanycasea in addition,

e 1 their status as

legdsm qnd gmaf amtleiy lorbelievers:

2. On the Arminian extreme is a view offen.

connected to "Open thelsm" In which the

over-amphasis on human responsiblity

diminishes who God is and what he

dmhmqmmmmkw
ized, open theists reason that

ans haven't yet made. For that

rm mwmkmmmeven
to God. This view seems to diminish who
‘God ks and what he can do.

choose God are, in some way, better than those who didn't.

4+ God’s choice here refers to salvation. If his choice is extended beyond the issue of
salvation, the question of determinism might arise. If God chooses based on his will
alone, are humans even responsible for their choices?

B



Issue 3:  ATONEMENT

Points of agreement

All Christians agree that Christ’s death on the cross fulfills God's requirements and is
sufficient to cover the sins of the whole world.

Biblical Passages ATONEMENT
The next day Jobn saw Jesus coming toward bim and said, The invention of the
“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the Engfish word otonement
world!” (John 1:29). has been offributed
to William Tyndale, the
English Bible transiator in
Arminian theologians affirm that Christ’s death, the sixteenth century. The
= his atonement, was universal. Jesus died for the term expresses whal Jesus _
il sins of the whole world. It doesn't mean that all occompli;heq on 'h? CIOSS.
vl N N » e the canceliation of sins and
peaple are saved—the term “general” atonement
S ¥ 50 SR W reconciliation of Ged and
g may help to avoid confusion. Rather, it means humanity. The word has
E that the bct'\ct.its of Cbrist's.dcarh a.pply to all K ports ot and ciement.
- pu)ple—-thls 15 the effect of prevenient grace, Atanement. then, is God's
ol Yet, individuals must accept God's calling for way fo bring reconciiiation
'E forgiveness and regeneration to oceur, and resloration to the
Biblical Passages problem of human sin and
P 8 ifs effects.

B Just as Moses lifted up the make in the wilderneys,
s0 the Son of Man miust be lifted npy, that everyon

who belteves may bave eternal fife in bim.” For God so loved the xuorld that be gave
his one and enly Son, that sobvever belicves in bim sball not perish but bave eternal
life. For God did not send bis Son-ints the world to condemn the world, but to save the
world through bim, Whoever believes in fim s not condemmned, but whoever does not
believe stands condenmed already because they have not believed in the name of God's
one and only Son ( John 3:14-18).

X He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but alic for the sins of the
whole world (1 John 2:2).

The common name “limited aronement” incorrectly summarizes this Reformed
doctrine. It does not mean that Christ’ death on the cross is limited or we limit
him. In a sense, unless one is a universalist—a person who believes that God will,
eventually, saves all humans—most Christians "limit” the results of the atonement.
For Arminians, the atonement is limited by being a possibility for all people, but
only those who do not reject God receive its benefits, For Calvinists, the atonement
is definite and effective—those for whom Jesus died will certainly be saved. Thus,
for Calvinism, the benefits of the atonement are for the elect only. Since we cannot
know who the elect are, then, Calvinists agree that we must make the offer of the

gospel to all people.
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Biblical Passages

W Justas the Son of Man did not comee to be served, bult to serve, and 1o give bis life s a
ransom for many (Matt. 20:28).

B Jesus answered, "L did tell you, but you do nat believe. The works 1 do in my Fathers
narme testify about me, but you do not belicoe becanse you are not my sheep. My sheap
listen to my woice; I know them, and they follow me ( John 10:25-27).

W T pray for them. Lam not praying for the world, but for those you bave given me, for
they are yours ( John 17:9).

Questions and Other Issues

#  Arminian scholars are clear that individuals must accept God's calling to be saved.
However, a danger with the Arminian perspective is assuming that since Jesus
died for all, then all people will be saved. This concept of universal salvation is not
biblical (see, for example, Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Cor. 6:9-10). The Bible makes it clear
that only those who come to Jesus will be saved (John 14:6) and those who do
not will experience eternal separation (2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rev. 20:11-15). In addition,
it might be easy to forget that God initiates our salvation. Even if, in Arminian
theology, Christians must make a choice for God, salvation is all from God's grace.

4+  For Calvinists, the doctrine of definite (or limited) atonement does not contradict
the need for evangelism. According to Calvinist theology, God knows those whom
he elected, but we do not. To be obedient to Jesus’command to spread the gospel,
Calvinist Christians must make evangelism a priority in their Christian practice.

ssue 4: (GRACE
Points of agreement

i GRACE
e  Christians agree that humans are in a state of total ‘
inability to come to God on their own—in other it fafers 10 Goo's
o ks 1d ity Thi £ o faver or kindness that
words, our tqta ¢ cpraury;i his zjtJ(a of comp ct::h ‘ he gives apdr fiom
helplessness to please God is a consequence of the fall. any aclions people
e Humans continue to move away from God. We are may do and despite

unable to seek God on our own. This means that no what pecple ?‘?’UQ“Y
good deeds or behavior, nothing that we do or be can _"desewe. God's grace
carn us God's favor. Only God's grace—a gift we do ::1 s:""g e:;gnrz\:%aled
not deserve—can allow us to come to him. Where bl

! ministry of Jesus, B
Christians differ is in the way God's grace operates. "..g ;Zce of God,y
Biblical Passages Jesus died for our sins
so i may enjoy
X Itis by grace you bave been saved (Eph. 2:5), sﬁ?(e :%:gcgv SNy

B And all are justified freely by his grace through the
redemption that came by Christ Jesus (Rom. 3:24).

¥ He bas saved us and called us to a boly life—not because of anything we have done but
because of his own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the
beginning of time (2 Tim. 1:9).

10



Arminian theologians argue that God respects human free will. Thus, although
God offers his grace to all people, he also endows them with the ability to reject
that grace. This way, individuals are responsible for their own decisions, accepting
or rejecting God's grace. Thus, we can explain why some people who hear the
gospel remain away from God. In his mercy, God allows people the freedom to
reject the offer of salvation.

Biblical Passages

B You stiff-necked peaple! Your bearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like
your ancesters: You always resist the Holy Spirit! (Acts 7:51).

Arminianism

W For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all peaple (Titus 2:11).

In Calvinism, the external call when we preach the gospel to people is resistible—
individuals can reject that call. However, the internal calling of the Holy Spirit

is “efficacions”: When God calls the people he has elected, his calling achieves

his purpose, The Holy Spirit does not only give a measure of grace to be able to
choose, as in Arminianism, Rather, he makes individuals spiritually alive. With the
new ability to see God and Jesus' work on the cross, God's calling is so wonderful
and enticing that it becomes impossible to say no. What God proposes to do,

he accomplishes.
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In Calvinism, thig is not a violation of humanity’s free will because this will
is already enslaved and disabled by sin. Rather, the internal work of the Spirit
(regeneration) frees people’s wills,

Biblical Passages

R Al these the Father gives me will come to me, and swhoever comes to me I wilf never
drive away (John 6:37),

¥ Noone can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws them, and T will raise
them up at the last day (John 6:44).

B Hesaved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of bis mercy. He
saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit (Titus 3:5).

Questions and Other Issues

#*  We must recognize that “the secret things belong to the Lorp our God, bur the
things revealed belong to us and to our children..." (Deut. 29:29). The exact operation
of God's grace might well be one of those secrer things that belong to God.

4 However, the Scriptures reveal enough for us to know that apart from God’s
grace, we can do nothing. God's grace has broken through human hopelessness
and despair, opening the door for new beginnings walking alongside God.

+  We can argue that the primary doctrine is that God's grace begins and ends
salvation, we can’t come 1o God without it, and we receive it completely as God’s
gift. The exact way God's grace works in us is, then, a secondary doctrine that
shouldn't divide believers.

11



Issue 5.  SECURITY

Points of agreement

i e : _ APOSTASY )
Christians agree that, once mcl.mdualf: are in Chrfsl, God Apostasy & e wilful
enables and equips them to strive against Satan, sin, and falling oway or rejection
temptations, and to be victorious. of Chrstion froths: The
Disagreement oceurs on the issue of the possibility for Greek franslation of the
believers to fall into apostasy. Oldd Teﬁ'ﬂmenHmWn

’ as the Sepluagint—uses
the Greek related term
Biblical Passages for apostasy 10 express
B departure from God (for
Being confident of this, that be who began a good work in you example. Josh, 22:22:
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus ler, 17:5-6; Ezek. 3.20).
(Phil. 1:6).

-

In the Arminian view, security of one’s salvation—God preserving believers in
salvation—depends on the believers' confinued exercise of the faith. Belieyers can
and do fill away from the faith. When people fill away from the faith, they are no
longer saved. Like any other unsaved person, those who fell away from grace need
4 new commitment to God.

According to some scholars, at least four dangers can cause apostasy in believers:
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1. Persecution that pressures Christians to deny Chrise

2. Accepting false doctrine with respect to the essentials of the faith

A 1

3. Temprations to sin

4. Weariness in faith

Biblical Passages
B Tharvfore, brothers and sistérs, we bave an r,f":':'[;_u;/."_vz."— but it is not to the flesh, to live
aceording to it. For if you live according fo the fieyh, you will die; but if by the Spirit

vou put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live (Rom. 8:12-13)

X But novw be bas reconciled you by Ghbrist’s physical body through death to present you
holy in bis sight, swithout blemish and free from accusation—if you condinue in your
faith, established and firm. and do not- move from the hape beld out in the gospel
(Col. 1:22-23).

X Do net b afvaid '_;/7.:-/'.7/ you are about to suffer 1 tell you, the devil will put some of
you in prison to test you, and you il suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even

to'the paint of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crewsn (Rey. 2:10),
’ > « " -



Calvinists believe that once God has elected, called, and regenerated individuals, he
will not allow them to fall from grace. Salvation cannot be lost.

Calyinists maintain that anyone who scemingly had fuith and then fallen from
faith was not truly saved in the first place. Calvinists also realize that Christians
will struggle throughout their lives with sin, tempration, and distractions from the
faith, However, their salvation does not depend on themselves, but solely on God.
Once saved, Calvinists believe, God will nor allow believers o lose their salvation.

Christians can grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph. 4:30)—in the context of the verse

in Ephesians, Paul lists eleven sins that grieve the Holy Spirit (Eph 4:17-32).
However, believers can neither totally nor finally fall away from God's grace. The
Huoly Spirit is the scal—the mark that shows we belong to God—that guarantees
this salvation.

Biblical Passages

B Then Jesus declared, "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go bungry,
and whoever bplieves in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you bave seen me
and still you do not believe. All thoe the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever
comes to me Twill never drive away” ( Jobn 6:35-37).
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B Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or bardship ar persecution
or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? For Fam convi nced that neither death
nor fife, neither angels nor demans, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,
neither beight nor depth, nor anything clse in all creation, soill be able to separate ui

[from the love of God that is in Ghrist Jesus onr Lovd {Rom. 8:35, 38-39).

M For God's gifts and bis call are irrevocable (Rom. 11:29).

W May God bimself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole
spivit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one
who calls you is faithfid, and be will do it (1 Thess. 5:23~24).

Questions and Other Issues

4+ A possible danger in Arminianism is anxiety: If people do choose God with their
free will, are we personally responsible to persuade people to become believers?
In an extreme case, believing that we have a part in people’s conversions might
cause in us spiritual pride.

4 In addition, if our eternal salvation depends on our faithfulness, yet we recognize
that we will always struggle with sin until we reach heaven, wouldn't this view
cause a great deal of spiritual anxiety in believers? To avoid this problem, we
must emphasize the role of the Holy Spirit in guiding and empowering us to be
VICTOTiOus over sin.

4 For Calvinists, the certainty that God will preserve and carry us to the end may
lead to complacency. However, Calvinism is not anti-missionary, nor does it

diminish the importance of spiritual revivals and awakenings. On the contrary,
many great missionaries and preachers were and are Calvinists.
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