
"For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been
sacrificed. Therefore, Iet us keep the Festival""

-1 Corinthians 5:7-B

Or-n TnsrnuE,NT Onrcrx oF THE P,tssovnn
THE PASSOVER is the Old Testament feast that celebrates and remembers
God's liberation of Israel from Egypt. After loseph saved Egypt from
starvation (Genesis 41), the Israelites lived in Egypt as guests. Eventually,
the Egyptians forgot about Joseph and enslaved the Israelites (Exodus l:6-14).
The book ofExodus explains how God freed his people from Egypt. Because
of the hardness of Pharaoh's heart, God punished Egypt with ten plagues
(Exodus 7-ll). During the last plague, God killed all the first-borns-
humans and animals-in the land of Egypt. However, God gave his people a
way to escape the destruction: a lamb could take the place of the first-born
in the family. God gave Moses the instructions for the time when God's
punishment passed over the Israelite homes (Exodus l2). This is the Passover.
The Passover feast was to be repeated throughout the generations as a
memorial forever.

The following information looks at:

The Old Testament origin and celebration of the Passover

Passover symbolism and how it anticipated fesus'work
The Passover feast's relevance fbr Christ's followers today

A comparison of |esus with the Passover lamb

TUE PnssOvr ,R  IN  THE B Ig t -E
ln Exodus 12, God gives Moses the instructions and requirements for the Passover.

I 2: I -2-The feast marked a new year,
a new beginning for the Israelites.

In Christ, every believer is a new
creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). Old
things and the old life are past.

l2:5-A male lamb in its first vear was
taken into the home on the tenth of
Nisan (the first month of the Jewish
calendar).  Whi le in the home, i t  was
closely inspected to see if there were
any blemishes or disfigurements.
If it was without defect, it was then
sacrificed on the fourteenth of Nisan.

Christ was closely inspected by:
. Pilate (Matthew 27:ll-26;Luke

23: I -6 ;  13-25 ;  lohn  18 :28-19:16)
. Herod (Luke 23:8-12)
. Annas (John 18:12-13; 19-24)
. Caiaphas (Matthew 26:57).

They could find no fault in him.
Christ is the "lamb without blemish
or defect" (1 Peter 1:19).

1 2:6-The "whole community"
of God's people was required to
participate in the sacrifice.

Accepting Christ's sacrifice is required
for all who want to be part of God's
community (Romans 3:2I-26).

l2:7, 12, 22-The blood o[ the
sacrificed lamb was applied to the
doorframe-the l intel  and side posts.
Because ofthe covering ofblood, the
house was spared from God's plague.

Christ shed his blood to rescue his
people. We need to be covered or
justified by the blood of the Lamb
to be rescued from condemnation
(Romans 3:25;5:9). Christ is the Lamb
that takes away the sins of the world
( lohn 1:29).

12:14-The Passover was to be kept as
a remembrance Forever.

During the Last Supper, Jesus refers to
the bread as "my body given for you;
do this in remembrance of me"
(Luke 22:19).

l2:46-God commanded Israel noI to
break any bones of the sacrificed lamb.

To speed up Jesus' death, the Roman
soldiers were going to break his legs.
Howeyer, Jesus was already dead, so
his bones remained unbroken
(Iohn 19:32-33).

THE YnAn An ?0 rnarks a cefining mon'rent
in lhe histori/ of Judaism. The Roman armies
dpci rnvpd fhe ipmnip Thp fpmnlp n la i rpd a CrUCial

role iil the J*wish faith. Uniil then, the main
component af lhe Fassover was the sacrifice
nf ihe iamb in the lemplc. When the temple
disappeared, the Haggadah. the "teliing" of ilad's
a{ts CIf deliverance, became the central part
of the Passsver. Today a roasted lamb shank
bone sy;-nbolires the lamb that would have been
sacrificed in the temnle.



Before the Seder began, traditionally a woman lit special candles to mark
the commencement of this sacred time. Immediatelv after this. the head

of the table raised the first cup of wine-the cup of sanctification-and blessed it.

,IgnP-*. n.cording 1o l,uke 22:X7*18,'Atier taking the cup, he gar.e th;rnks antl
bUPFgR'i sajd, 'Take this and divide it arncng yo.,. For I tetri you i it ill nt:t drink
again of the fruit o1'the vine until the kingdom cf Gad cr:mesi"

ffi As everyone got ready to partake of the Passover meal, the leader of the
Il|I Passover washed his hands. Then a plate with salted water was passed
around into which everyone dipped a piece of lettuce or parsley (karpas). The salt
was a reminder of the tears the Israelites shed during their bondage in Egypt. The
green herb was a reminder of a new beginning.

|esus rvent further than the traditional hand rvashing and taught his rlisciples
hurnility by washing their {bet (Jchn 13:1*17). During the renremi:rance *{the

Israelites' tears, ]udas'betrayal was likely'also a bitter experience fcr jesiis iMark 14;20).

ffi The leader took three matzobreads and placed them in a special bag with three
n compartments. The middle matzah was broken and one piece placed back in
the matzo bag. The other piece was hidden under a pillow and was called Af komen.

!_tp_l AItht-rugh the practice a{ the A.hkamcrT goes back to antiquityl ir is guitc
5U.FPF& pt-rssibli that ii *riginatecl aftei the Ronians clestrolnsd the Seconrl
lcmplc in AD 70. ln ot l rer t . ,olds, i t  prtrbalr lv n/as not pract icccl  in Jesus' trmc.

Basgo oN EXoDUS 6:6-7, Jewish tradition has incorporated four cups of wine
into the Passover celebration. "Therefore. say to the lsraelites: ' l am the LORD, and I
will bring you out from under the yoke of the Egyptians. I will fnee you from being
slaves to them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with mighty acts
ofjudgment. I will take you as my own people..."'

The Cup ofPr nct us

The Cup of Riinch'rpr:tll,l

The Cup of Fnltsn (also called Cup of Acceptance)

Am Tre leader took the second cup of wine (the cup of plagues) and blessed it. No
! i one drank from it until the Haggadah ('lhe telling") was finished. At this point a
child asked the four questions and the leader of the ceremony would tell the story of God's
redemption in the Exodus. Tiaditionally, the answer had to cover at least three elements of
the Passover celebration: (1) The Passover sacrifice, (2) the bitter herbs, and (3) the
unleavened bread (matzo). The four questions can be found in the box to the right.

I:r the Gospel accsunt of the Lord's Supper, the lvords, ""I'his is my
hody.. ."  t rre ]csrrs 're- interpretr t ion of thc Passovcr.  l t  is i rere t l ruL t l r t ,

sacrific*d lamb and the unleavened lrread receive greater meaning: Jesus is the
Lamb of Grid (]ohn 1:29) sacrificed ii: or-rr;:lace {1 Peter 1:17*21) anr{ ire is the
Bread of Life that comes down liom heayer: (iohn 6: 33-35).

of the celebration must "rescue"
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ffi At rhe end of the iTaggariah,
- the leacier raised rhe seconci
cup of wine and invited all to sing the
first part r:f the Hallel, which is the
recitation of Psalms 113 and 114. Then
everyone drank the second cup, the
cup ofplagues.

The New Testament does not
give a detailed account of

lesus'last actions. but rather focuses
on the loiew Covenant (1 Cor. 11:25)
ar:ld lesus' sacrifice about to occur.
Although they might have recited
the first part of the HnJle/ and taken
the second cup, it is not registerert in
the Scriptures.

6,,#lT:?:1*tr,1ffi fi .::::f,?t1t;Hit,$:5if :ffi :51l;J'f,xiJ:;*i
bitter herbs and distributed them to the participants. The meal was then taken.

ItW.q.:+i As was traditionai in the ceiebration of the Passovetr", ]esus dipped a piece
'U$EP.-qfil of bread; hower.er, he used this mcment to inrlicate u"irr: his tretrayer
would be (]ohn l3:26).

Zimmerman, Martha. 1981, 2004. Celebrating Biblical Feasts.

Minneapolis: Bethany House Publishers.

When the meal was finished, no one ate any other food. Instead, the
Ieader of the celebration poured a third cup of wine. Everyone offered

another blessing on the third cup of wine, called the cup of redemption, and
drank from this cup.

lp.B.p$, A er the rncal, Jesus got up, took a rnatsakbread, and said, -'"Ihis is my
StJBP.{,B: body given lor you; dc thii in remembrance of n:rd' {Luke 22:19). Then
he continued with the third cup. Ftre blessec{ it and said, "'Ihis is the cup of the new
covenai"rt in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in rememi:rance o1'"me"
f 1 Corinthians ll:25).

Once everyone drank the third cup, they recited the second part of the
Hallel (praise), which consists of Psalms I l5- I 18. No one drank wine

between the third cup and the end of the second part af the Hallel At the end of
the singing, they drank the fourth cup of wine, called the cup of praise. Then the
Seder ended.

lgP-t= Icsus arrd the t l jscipies l in ished the Lort js Supper.  und Matthcrv tel ls us,
UUp-qtR. t'Wh.,.r tlrcy hacl *ung n hymn, they r^,,ent or'rf io the Maunt of Olives"
(Matthew 26:30). The hymn was prr:bably the Halld. "trhe fourth cup was not
druntrcl "I tell you, I rvill not drinlc of this frnit of the vine from no\4' on untii tirat
day when I drink il tlnew with ,vou in my Father'"s kingdorn' (Matthew 26:29)"
'Ihe last cup of the Passover will be drunk at the wedrling feast of the Lamb
{Reve la t ion  l9 :9 ) .
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The Passover was a celebration, remembrance, thankgiving and participation in Cod's
mighty acts of salvation for his people. The New Testament equivalent of the Passover, the
Lord's Supper, functions in similar ways for Christians today.

1. The Lord's Supper is a time of remembrance and
thanksgiving (Luke 22:19; 1 Corinthians 1 1 :24-25).

2. The Lord's Supper is a time for refreshing and eommunicn
(Romans 5:10; I  Coninthians 10:16).

3. The Lord's Supper is a time for anticipation and
rec*mmitment (1 Coninthians 1 1 :26,28-29).
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Afikomen comes from a Greek word
meaning "that which comes lastl' It is a
pi.ece of matzah hidden duringthe Seder.

Betzah is a boiled and roasted egg used in
the Passover meal.

Barekh is the a{ler-meal blessing.

Charoset is a sweet apple mixture.

Haggadah means "the tellingi'It refers to
the book used to explain lhe Seder service.

Hallel is Hebrew for "praisei' Psalms 1 13-
1 18 are used for prayers ofpraise during
the Seder.

Karpas is one of the symbolic foods in the
Seder, wually parsley.

Kiddush is Hebrew for a prayer of
sanctifi cation or consecration.

Ma Nishtanalr means "what is different?"
and represents the four questions ofthe
Haggadah.

Maggid is the telling of the story of the
Exodus.

Maror is Hebrew for "bitterl' Usually
horseradish, it is one of the symbolic
foods in the Seder.

Matzah/Matzo is bread made without
leaven. Generally, matzah is bread
(singular) and matzo is the meal itself
or breads (plural).

Nirtzah is the conclusion of the Seder.

Pesach is Hebrew for "Passover."

Seder means "set orderi' the procedure or
agenda for the celebration of the Pesach.

Shulhan Orekh is the eating of the
Seder meal.

Tzafun is the eating of the Afkomen.

Urkhatzis the washing of the hands.

Yahatz is the breaking of the matzo.



A SEDER FOR CHRISTIANS
This is a shortened description of.the Seder. Celebrating Ihis Seder would take about as long
as celebrating the Lord's Supper. A more complete Seder,whichwould take significantly
longer, can be found in the reference books mentioned on page 6.

IxrnonUCTIoN

A \VOlvlAN or older girl lights the candles, then she reqds this blessing:
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler ofthe universe, who has set us
apart by his word, and in whose name we light the festival lights.

LEADER holds the glass of wine or juice and explains that this is the frst of four cups, the cup
of sanctifcation. EVf nvOXtE lifts hk or her cult and reads the blessing Blessed are you, O
Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit of the vine. All drink a little.

Then he holds up the bowl of salt water and says: This salt water
represents the tears of the Israelites because of the suffering they
endured as slaves in Eg1pt. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler
of the universe, who creates the fruit of the earth.

Evf nyOx E takes a piece of parsley, ttips it in salt water, and cats it.

Lf,tnfn says: We celebrate the Passover to remember how God brought the Israelites out of
Egypt, and we review the story by asking and answering four questions.

A Ctttl-O reads thefolbwing On all other nights we eat bread or matzah. On this night,
why do we eat only matzah? On all other nights, we eat all kinds of vegetables. On this night,

u'hy do we eat only bitter herbs? On all other nights, we do not dip
our vegetables. On this night, why do we dip them twice? On all
other nights, we eat sitting or reclining. On this night, why do we
eat only reclining?

I-EADER saTs: On Passover we eat only matzah, flat bread without
yeast, because the Israelites did not have time for their bread

sin in our lives. It is a way to repres€nt physically that we are now a new creation in Christ
(2 Corinthians 5:17). We get rid of the leaven, which is the old life of sin.

LEADER holds up parsley and says: This parsley represents life, which God gives us.

THE LEADE R holds up the plate with three matzo, takes out the middle piece, breaks it into
two, wraps half in a napkin, and says: This bread of afltiction reminds us that Iesus suffered
f ' .Ior our slns.

Read Is&iah 53 5 ond Zecltsriah 12: fi aloud.

LgaoER says: I am going to hide this broken piece of matzah, calledlhe AJikomen, which
means "that which comes last." Later the children will look for it. The one who finds it gets
aprize. Ckiklren close their eyes while someone hides the Afkomen. Then the leader takts
a piece of the other half af broken matzah and passes the rest nrowrtcl for everyone ta tske n
piece. All eot"

LgaOlR says: On Passover we eat bitter herbs to remember the Israelites'terrible life of
slavery in Egypt.

IrVgnyOtl f tukes a piece af matzah, sctsops horseradish onto it, and eats it.

LnnoER says: On Passover we dip vegetables twice. We have already dipped parsley in
salt water to remind us of the Israelites' tears. But we also dip our vegetables in sweet
charoset [chah-roh-set] . This reminds'us that even in slavery, the Israelites had hope
in God.

EVERYONE tokes another piece of ntatzoh, scoops charoset
onto it, end eqts it.

Ll,tnnR says: On Passover we recline, or sit comfortably,
as free people. In contrast, the Israelites ate the first Passover
meal standing, ready to leave any minute.



LEADER summarizes the story of Passover from Exodus 1*7. Rabbi Gamaliel, teaclier of
Rabbi Saul (Paul the Apostle), said that in telling the Passover story one must remember
these three things:

1. The matzah (unleavenedbread)
2. The maror (bitter herbs)
3. The Pesach (Passover lamb)

LEAoIR saTs; Pharaoh refused to let the Israelites go, so God sent ten plagues to change
his mind. Now we have the second cup, the cup of plagues. Instead of drinking it, we are
going to name the plagues, dip our fingers in our cups, and drop wine or juice on our
plates each time a plague is named.

EVDRYONI does so, reading each plagwe three times: blood, frogs, lice, flies, cattle disease,
boils, hail, locusts, darkness, death ofthe firstborn.

I-gaogn holds up the bone and says: This bone reminds us of the
Passover lamb that was killed. He brieJly summarizes Exodus 11* 12.

Then hesaTsr |ewish people can no longer sacrifice a lamb on
Passoverbecause the temple was destroyed. But no one needs to
make a sacrifice because Jesus died as the Passover lamb to take the
punishment for our sin.
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LgangR holds up the betzah (the boiled and roasted egg) and says: The egg symbolizes
mourning and reminds us that the temple was destroyed, a sad event for the ]ewish
people.

LEADER says: At this point inthe Seder, we recite together the words of Psalms 113 and 114.

llvgnyoiuE drinks some af the secand cwp, the cup af plagues.

[,t'i t tl t] i)lN)'rFR: fposslbly raastedlanfu or glazetl chicken, gertkeJtsh, rnatzalsall soup,
ttufrng,potataes, vegetables, fruit, and spong* cake).

(:t{ll.DREN lookfor the wntzoh thst was hidden eadien tmd the leader gives the sne wha
finds it a Ii l l l . '  tnoncv.

LEADER says: \Vhen |esus celebrated the last Passover before his
death, he took the Afikomen, broke it, and blessed it.

Ai.l nEAn: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of
the universe, who brings forth bread from the earth.

Lgaor,R says: Then Jesus gave some of the matzo Iohis
disciples and said, "This is my body given for you; do this in
remembrance of md' (Luke 22:19).

He breqks of a piece of the Afikomen and passes it around for eyeryone to take a piece.
All eat.

LgAngR saTs: Then Jesus took the third cup, the cup of redemption, and said the blessing.

ALL READ: Blessed are you' O Lord our God, ruler of the universe, who creates the fruit
of the vine.

LgnOgn says: Then Jesus said, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is
poured out for you" (Luke 22:20).

Et , ' t rRyor . , -E DRINKS.

I-EADER holds up the cup from the place at the table that has been saved

Jbr Elijah and says: This cup is for Elijah the prophet, who will come
lrefore the Messiah returns. Read Malachi 4:5.

r ::pl:iitEE i: F tx



RLAtI Fsalnr 118 logetlwr.

LSRnER lifts his cup and says: The last
cup is the cup of praise. Let us read the
blessing together: Blessed are you, O
Lord our God, ruler ofthe universe,
who creates the fruit of the vine.

Ar , r -  Dp" rNK.
h*  -  

L I ,ADER says:  The.Sederends wi fh
:1llr" a traditional wish for celebrating the

next Passover: Next year in |erusalem!

The End

Chop the nuts and apples to the
consistency you want (a food processor
can be used). The texture ofthe charoset
should remind us of the mortar used
by the slaves to cement bricks in place.
Sprinkle with spices, and moisten
withwine.

cup. Bake for 45 minutes. Remove
by flipping onto a cookie sheet.

Preheat oven to 375" F.
. 4 eggs
. 2 cups matzo meal
. I teaspoon salt
. I tablespoon sugar
. I cup water
. lz clJp oil

Preheat oven to 375"F.
. 2 Vzlbs. white potal.oes

(about 6 medium), peeled and grated

In a medium bowl, mix matzo mealwith
salt and sugar. In a medium saucepan,
bring water and oil Lo a boil. Add liquid
lo matzo meal mixl.ure. Mix until well
combined. Add eggs one at a time.
Shape by hand into balls and place on
a well-greased cookie sheet. Bake for
approximately 45 minutes or until nicely
browned. Makes I dozen rolls.

Peel and grate the potatoes and
vegetables, put in a large bowl with the
remaining ingredients and mix well.
Spray muffin tins with cooking spray.
Put 7+ cup of the mixture in each muffin

LEADER srzys: fewish people look for Elijah's return on Passover, so they set a place for
him at the table and open the door to welcome him. Christians acknowledge that Elijah
has come again in the presence of lohn the Baptist (Matthew 11:14), and also that the
Messiah has come. We open the door in expectation of the second coming of the Messiah:
Maranatha! (Revelation 22:20).

V0l-i l i l t  rtR opsns the dattr.

I-IADER says: After ]esus and his disciples ate the Afikomen and drank the third cup,
Matthew 26:30 says they sang a hymn.

REcrpEs FoR PRssovsn

$ Charoset $

Charoset is a Passover dish that reminds us of the mortar that the slaves used
when they built for Pharaoh.

. 12 apples

. 1 to 1 lz cups ofpecans

. I teaspoon cinnamon

. 6-8 tablespoon sugar or to taste

. 6-8 tablespoon sweet red wine
or Jurce

$ Passover Rolls $

TODAY, there are different groups of Jews in the world. The two largest groups
are Ashkenazim and Sephardim Jews. Besides their places of origin, some of their
traditions slightly differ from each other.

S[-,t'f lrtn-tn was a place mentioned in
Obadiah 20. Later, when they moved
to the Iberian Peninsula (Portugal and

$ Low-Fat Potato Latkes (Pancakes) S

As f t 1( I, \..1/- was the Hebrew name for
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1 cup onion grated
lz cup carrots grated
la c]Jlp matzo meal
I % teaspoon salt
% teaspoon pepper
4 egg whites
Cooking spray

Bake for l0 more minutes
or unlil crisp. Serve with
sour cream and apple sauce.
Makes about 24.
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